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THE MONTH. 


Sixce our last issue, a conspicuous figure has been removed from the Scottish 
ecclesiastical horizon. Dr. Begg died in harness, at a good old age. With many of 
his views and movements we have not felt much sympathy, but there were other 
questions in regard to which we look upon him as having done good service. His 
feelings towards Popery were those of the most intense antagonism. In this respect 
he was a genuine descendant of the old Scotch worthies, and showed the same kind 
of consistent and unflinching conviction which animated the Covenanters in their 
long and trying struggle. Dr. Begg was not the man to allow his convictions to 
remain unfruitfal in his mind, nor even to manifest themselves only by words. His 
robust and practical nature always translated his ideas into deeds, and his anti- 
Popish feelings found a sphere of activity for themselves in the Scottish Reformation 
Society and the Protestant Institute of Scotland. There was another matter in 
which he laboured long and zealously, and this was in regard to the erection of 
decent, wholesome, and convenient dwellings for the working classes. Dr. Begg was 
recognized as the poor man’s friend, and the fact was commemorated, we believe, by 
some blocks of buildings, erected in Edinburgh, for artizans, on improved principles, 
being called after his name. To the general public he seemed to be little else than a 
controversialist, especially of late years, but he was a faithful minister of the Word 
' ahd pastor to his own'¢ongregation, and a genial and kindly man in the circle of his 
private friends. His last public movement was to express the strong feeling of 


disapprobation felt, by the Christian public in Scotland, at the severity of the sentence . 


passed on the fishermen who had, as they believed, stood up for the legal observance 
as well as sanctity of the day of rest. 


Some religious gatherings have taken place to which we should have been very 
glad to turn the attention of our readers at some length, had it not been for the 
space necessarily occupied in the present number by the report of the Conference of 
the Evangelical Alliance, which has been held at Norwich. The Church Congress 
at Reading the meeting of the Baptist Union, at Leicester and ofthe Con- 
gregational Union, at Sheffield, have all presented various features of interest. In 
addition to questions of a special or denominational nature, topics were handled 
which have an interest everywhere amoung Christians, such as the relation of 
Christian doctrine to the present aspects of scientific thought, and the best methods 
for dealing with the masses of the population. We are glad to notice, moreover, 
that the question of personal and family religion has attracted a large share of very 
earnest attention. The need of a deeper life in the Churches has been frankly 
_ recognized, and the means best adapted for the promotion of piety have been 
carefully considered. We cannot conceive a better use go which such gatherings of 
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Christian ministers and laymen can be put than to the discussion of subjects like 
these, if the whole is not lost in talk, bat leaves impressions and yields counsels 
which shall be followed by earnest and persevering efforts to give them practical 
enforcement. 
From another part of the present issue it will be seen what action has been 

taken by the Council of the Evangelical Alliance, in regard to the case of Miss 

Booth, in Switzerland. The cause of religious liberty is one which the Alliance has 
always held to be a principal matter of concernment to itself. During its history 

the occasions hgye been numerons in which it has been enabled to achieve something 

for that just and desirable end. When the report reached this country of what had 

taken place in Switzerland, it was felt at once that the principles of toleration had 

been violated, and that some steps should be taken for their vindication. It will be | 
seen that the attention of Lord Granville was called to the subject, and although his 
reply does not contain any direct promise of interference, .it is-assuring to know that 
the matter will receive due consideration at the hands of the Government, The 
acquittal of Miss Booth was satisfactory so far as it went, but the principal question 
still remains unsettled—namely, the right to hold religious services unrestrictedly, 
without police surveillance and interference. It is rather extraordinary that Switzer- 
land should give shelter and free right of speech to the disciples of many strange 
and unbelieving schools, and should lay her restrictive hand on the preaching of the 
Gospel. 


From the full report we give of the proceedings at the Anfiual Conference, it 
will be seen that the meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, at Norwich, was pleasant, 
instructive, and successful. The ancient capital of East Anglia received its 
visitors with warm welcome and friendly hospitality. Judging by the attendance 
on the platform, it did not seem that the members of the Alliance were wiled away 
to any great extent by a spirit of curiosity to go and see the lions of the place,» 
aithough a few might have been met with, visiting. the colossal and magnificent 
cathedral, or perambulating the thoroughfares of the city. The interest was well 
sustained throughout the whole series of meetings. A little was said about foreign 
missions, chiefly by Dr. Murray Mitchell, who has only recently returned from 
making an extensive tour for the purpose of visiting the mission stations in the 
East. Some account of Evangelical work on the Continent was given by Mr. 
Horace Noel, Mr. Clarke, and others, acquainted with it. The need of greater 
Christian union and co-operation was enforced by Dr. Dykes and other speakers ; 
and questions more immediately connected with the life and work of the Church at 
home were handled in a series of very able and interesting speeches. The chairmen 
who presided over the various meetings were very happy in their observations; and 
a feature which was extremely pleasing was the good attendance and the warmth of 
the devotional spirit manifested at the morning prayer-meetings. The occasion was 
a happy one to all who were present at it, and we believe that it willbe looked back 
to with pleasure, as having served to stimulate kindly feelings between Christian 
brethren, and a more earnest desire to be found labouring side by side in the service 
of the blessed Master. . 


' The amount of space devoted this month to the report of the Conference of the 
Evangelical Alliance compels us to hold over several articles and some valuable items 
of information. We feel sure, however, that our readers will be well repaid by a 
perusal of the report of the proceedings at Norwich ; and we would only add that 
we have deemed the matter of sufficient interest to warrant the addition of eight 
pages to the present number. 


| 
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LITERARY. 


Tur interest awakened in this country, in regard to the approaching Luther celebration, 
is a token that the true Protestant spirit is still strong amongst us. The'so-called 
Catholic reaction has not succeeded in destroying the esteem in which the Reforma- 
tion is held, nor has it turned the tide of feeling against the noble band of men who, 
under God, achieved that mighty and most beneficent movement. The attention 
directed t) the deeds and writings of Luther will, we trust, have the effect of 
confirming the Protestant Charches in those distinctive principles on the ground of 
which they separated themselves from the Church of Rome; and as these principles 
are intimately connected with spiritual life, we trust that there may be a wide-spread 
quickening of faith and love throaghont the whole sisterhood of churehes bearing the 
Protestant name. Any interesting information about the great German reformer ie 
welcome at present, and we are pleased tw notice a little volume, published by the 
Religious Tract Society, and written by Dr. Macaulay, entitled “ Luther Anecdotes : 
Memorable Sayings and Doings of the Great Reformer.” It is an anecdote- 
biography in its arrangement, and may be read either as a substitute or supplement 
to larger biographies of Martin Luther. | 


That the distinctive essence of Popery lies in the introduction of elements of 
heathenism into the Christian Church, has been recognized by many writers on the 
subject. It is taken up again, and illustrated anew, in a volume @fititled “ Rome: 
Pagan and Papal.” By Mourant Brock, ma. (Hodder and Stoughton), The 
preface is followed by a brief supplementary notice, written by Mr. Pember, who 
prepared the author's papers for the press, informing us that Mr. Brock had passsed — 
away quietly into his rest, at the ripe age of eighty-one, before the volume had 
appeared. The introductory chapter shows, from the remains of Pompeii, how like 
the everyday life of the ancient Romans was to that of their descendants, the 
Italians, at the present day. The rest of the book is devoted to the task of showing 
that the religious notions and usages of Pagan Rome have been continued, with 
hardly any change, but that of name, in the rites and teachings of the Papal Church. 
In several of the engravings with which the volame is adorned, the heathen and 
Christian subjects are placed side by side, so that the likeness between them can be 
recoguized at a glance. The comparison thus made extends over a considerable 
number of things, and thus a large body of cumulative evidence is adduced to 
establish the position that Popery is only Paganism disguised. The same 
impure, sanguinary, and superstitious spirit is found in both; and words of solemn 
warning conclude the work, calling: on English Protestants to be on their guard 
against the advances which Rome is making at the present day. 


Of the very numerous lives of Christ which have appeared of late years, some 
are addressed more especially to theologians, and a larger number are intended to 
furnish an enjoyable and instructive volume for the general Christian reader. Some 
have been prepared with a special view to educational purposes, and among thege we 
welcome a new work in the series of *‘ Handbooks for Bible Classes” (T. and T. 
Clark). This is ‘* Lessons on the Life of Jesus,” by the Rev. W. Scrymgeour, ma. 
The incidents of the Life are harmoniously arranged, and a brief analysis is given 
of His principal discourses. A few well-framed questions are added to each chapter, 
sometimes followed by “ Hints to Students and Teachers,” pointing out where farther 
information may be obtained. The book is well fitted to be usefal. ~ 
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There are not a few readers of mature years who cherish a pleasant recollection 
of a leisure hour or two spent over “The Wide, Wide World.” Though a good 
many years have passed since that story secured a wide popularity, the gifted 
authoress has not ceased to use her pen in the ficld in which she then achieved ~ 
success. One of the new volumes of the “ Golden Ladder Series” (James Nisbet and 
Co.), is written by her, and bears the name of “ Stephen, ».v.” We are assured 
that the tale is a trae one; and in it we learn how a poor orphan boy rises, step by 
step, till he becomes Governor of the State of Massachusetts. There is a good deal 
of humour in the narrative, which is written in a very lively and animated style, 
and is very enjoyable reading, as well as excellent in the moral it-conveys. 

Young folks, now-a-days, are born into a happier world than that which 
welcomed their forefathers before them. Juvenile literature is not limited to a 
horn-book and a catechism. Indeed, a nursery library might now be stocked with a 
few hundred of suitable volumes, adapted to the love of pictures and the love of 
little stories, which are unfailing characteristics of the tender mind. We have 
received the yearly volume of the “ Herald of Mercy” (Morgan and Scott), which 
aims at being “ A Monthly Messenger for Humble Homes,” and which, we are sure, 
finds welcome in many such, and performs in them a ministry of good. 


Among the whole company of those who laboured in the first dissemination of 
the Gospel and the establishment of the Church of Christ in the world, no figure has 
attracted to itself a greater amount of regard than that of the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles. Peter's frank and courageous nature commands our respect and love, and 
the beloved disciple, John, impresses us with a sense of singular sublimity of view 
and elevation of character. Circumstances, however, fitted Saul of Tarsus for a 
special mission, and the commands of our Saviour sent him abroad to be a witness 
for Him before governors and princes, as well as the people of many a country 
thronghout the most important regions of the globe. It is because of the greatness 
of the work he accomplished that he occupies so special a place, and the more we 
stady his career the more are we convinced that he was a most singular and remark- 
able character. In the life of St. Paul, written in conjunctiongby Conybeare and 
Howson, his career and its surroundings were depicted with great vigour and fulness. 
We are glad to welcome some further works from the pen of Dean Howson, in- 
illustration of the same great biography. One of these, “The Character of St. 
Paul,” is the third edition of the Cambridge Hulsean Lectures, for 1862. Another 
entitled, “ The Companions of St. Paul,” brings before us, one by one, the most = 
prominent of those devoted friends and fellow labourers, who cheered the great 
Apostle by their sympathy and aided him-by their ministries of service. The third, 
though smaller in size, is quite equal in interest to the other two. It deals with 
“ The Metaphors of St. Paul,” under the four heads of —Roman Soldiers, Classical 
Architecture, Ancient Agriculture, and Greek Games. All the volumes, published by 


Hodder and Stoughton, are marked by the author's lucid style, extensive informa- 
tion, and true Evangelical feeling. 


“Songs of Peace,” by Margaret Haycraft, authoress of “ Waters of Quietness” 
(J. Nisbet and Co.) A sweet little volume, containing 1 number of small, sacred 
poems, descriptive, meditative, and devotional. They flow from a heart that has 
felt the touch of sorrow, and a spirit that has found peace in Jesus, The strains 
are pleasing to the ear and comforting to the soul. 
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Stories of adventare are always pleasing to the young, and in this way missionary 
‘work may be made to take hold of the imagination at a very early age. There are 
thousands of little things that have said, as they listened to such accounts, “I 
woald like to be a missionary.” In “‘ Mother's Queer Things” (J. Nisbet and Co. ), 
we have “a bag of stories,” each founded on some object, such as a whale’s tooth, a 
piece of olive Wood, or a stone idol, all of which come out of a Christmas stocking, 
and furnish a theme for conversation between a mother and her children. 


- 


A solemn and serious book, from the pen of Mrs. Henry Wood, headed 
“About Ourselves” (J. Nisbet and Co.), carries us into a region of needfal, if 
grave, and searching thought. The work is founded on the passage in our Saviour’s 
teaching, “Two men shall be in the field: the one shall be taken, and the other 
left,” and well does it press the warning and exhortation it conveys. Mrs. Wood is 
well known for her popular works, and, we trast, her acceptance in other walks of 
literature will win attention to the present work. 

Christians find no higher pleasure than to think and speak of Him “ whom, 
having not seen, we love.” Obhristian literature seems more and more to falfil the 
office of “looking unto Jesus.” In this line of study, we have received a little 
book, called “ His Steps, traced from the Great Biography,” by the Rev. George 
Everard, «.s., of Wolverhampton (Nisbet). The incidents have been selected with 
judgment, and handled with skill in a practical and sympathetic spirit. 


A stirring and popular writer for boys is Mr. R. M. Ballantyne, and long is the 
list of works that have come forth from his fluent and prolific pen, The variety of 
his tales is something noteworthy; and here we have one which, beginning with 
street Arab life in London, ends in the respectability, comfort, and prosperity of a 


home beyond the Atlantic. The book introduces itself under the apt title of 


“ Dusty Diamonds Cat and Polished ” ( Nisbet and Co.), and the narrative it unfolds 
is founded on well-authenticated facts. It will be welcome to all who have taken an 
interest in the great work of rescuing the young of our city population from their 
degrading and ruinous surroundings, ani giving them a career under happier 
auspices in the trans-Atlantic world. The book is written with a purpose, which we 
trust it will abundantly fulfil; and Mr. Ballantyne’s sustained popularity makes it 
superfluous to add that it is most excellently written. 


“ Kathieen: the Story of a Home,” by Agnes Giberne (Nisbet and Co.), is a 
touching tale, showing how a noble-minded girl sacrifices everything for her father’s 
sake, exacting and somewhat selfish though he is, until a turn of events sets her free 
to bestow her hand where her heart had been given long before. The thread of a 
runaway life is interwoven with the principle narrative, which is, moreover, enlivened 
by descriptions of Continental scenes. The great lesson is enforced throughout, that 
life is only then traly happy and useful when the heart has ‘found .o satisfaction which 
is not of earth, by which it is raised above mere worldly and selfish interests, 


The conditions of woman’s life debar her from occupying so conspicuons a place 


as falls to the lot of man in the public and striking movements of the world. On — 


the other hand, the sweetest graces of the Christian character flourish amid the 
quiet and often painful and trying surroundings by which she is environed. If the 
great battles, that form the critical epochs of human progress, fall to be fought by 
men, there is often a hidden agency behind, to which the champions owe, in large 
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measure, their success, Women can, perhaps, better exemplify self-surrender than 
men can do ; becanse their work is less obtraded on public notice, and lives less in 
the eyes of the world, and on the breath of popular renown. The record of their” 
lives is often singularly touching and beaatifal. A few short biographical sketche= 
of this character have been formed into a volume, entitled “ Christian Womanhood,” 
by Mary Pryor Hack (Hodder and Stoughton). Of those whose lives are recorded 
here, it may truly be said of one and another, that “she loved much,” and “ she 
hath done what she could.” : 


MISSIONARY TRAINING COLLEGE AT PUERTO SANTA MARIA, 
ANDALUSIA, SPAIN. 


70 THE EDITOR OF “ EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM.” 


Dean Six;—The evangelization of Spain has been seriously hindered hitherto by the , 
absence of any efficient Training College for the preparation of teachers, evangelists, and 
pastors. Geneva and Lausanne have given valuable help in the past by the training, ff 
the-e cities, of young Speoiards for the ministry; bat these efforss have been made under 
considerable difficulties, and the supply from these sources is now about to cease. 


In Spain iteelf, tentative efforts on a small scale are being made; but unless some- 
thing more is done, and in a more effective way, the progress of the Gospel in Spain, 
humanly speaking, will be greatly retarded ia the future. It is, therefore, a cause of 
much thankfalness that a Training College in the South of Spusin, initiated in 1877, 
but arrested in its progress for lack of funds, is now in a fair way of becoming an 
accom plished fact. 

Puerto Santa Maria has been selected as a locality in every way desirable for its 
salubrity, economy of living, and efficient supervision of the students. A suitable house ¢ 
has been secured, for which the rent is provided; and a competent director has been 
appointed, with means for his support. All that is now required is a few hundred 
pounds for the fitting up of roums jor a limited number of students, for their maintenance 
in whole or ia part, the furnishing of class-rooms, and the salaries of one or two assistant 
teachers. 

This undertaking has been for many years under prayerfal consideration ; and, to 
show the catholic and undenominational spirit in which the teaching is to be conducted, | 
the following sentence is quoted from the original circular: “. ... In the training of 
our youth as labourers, we recognize the necessity of rising above every ecclesiastical 
system, and preparing a usefal and therough education for minds of every shade within 
the range of orthodox Christianity ; for we dedifé to win Spain for Christ.” 


The present appeal from Spain is signed by three Spanish pastors of the Presbytery 
of Andalusia—viz., Sefor Blanco, of Cadiz ; Seftor Alfonso, of Seville; and Seftor Viliesid, 
of Jerez ; and the original appeal of 1577 was cordially endorsed by well-known men of 
Evangelical principles in England and Scotland. It is at the request of the College 
Committee that this interesting and important undertaking is now brought to the notice 
of your readers, 

For the endowing of colleges the public has often been indebted to the 
splendid liberality of individual Christians. In this case, the attempt to do so by small 
subscriptions has been uphill work. The promoters will bail with deep thankfulness the 
gift of any member of the Church of Christ able and willing to offer it. A lady in 
Scotland has just started the University of Dandee by a gift of £120,000. A very 
much smaller sum would suffice to confer, by means of this Missionary College, an 
inestimable blessing on the Spanish Peninsula. 


DowaLp Marneson. 
120, Qneen’s Gate, S.W. 
October, 1883. 
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FRANCE. 


Scripture: “‘Where the body 
the eagles be gathered 

not wanting around us, 
swoop down upon the poor remnants of our 
power and glory. Christians, you who repel 
exch lugtbrious forewarnings, and who hope 
against hope, cease not to pray and work, for 


says : “I request all my dear fellow-labourers, 
to make, during six months, beginning the 
day on which this letter is received, the 


which we are endowed, and if we acquit 
ourselves of it faithfully, we may hear, at 


and | every step, the ‘ Well done !’ of the Saviour.” 


_ This is striking the right nail on the head. 
It is far easier to preach around and above 


[From our own Correspondent. } following experiment. To put aside in their 
Paris, October 15, 1883. | speeches, not only ecclesiastical controversy 
Tue state of France gives general anxiety. | and political allusions, but all prolonged 
Bat to despair of our people, says the new | reasoning against materalism and free think- 
editor of the vangeliste, would be to | ing, together with complaints and discussions 
despair of God, who can conquer and gain it | on the moral state of the country. Let us 
over by force or by love; or, rather, by the | resolve, each time that we have the privi- 
force of his love! We should repeat, but in | lege of speaking in a meeting, to direct our 
Christian form, the motto of Louis xIv., viz.,| words straight to the souls of our fellow- 
“One King, one Law, one Faith.” With God | creatures, either pleading with them, in the 
for our king, the for our law, Faithdeep | name of Christ, to be reconciled to God, or 
attempting to dissipate the remaining dark- 
; ness that may still hinder the apprehension of 
divine traths in those who have already begun 
; to seek their Saviour. . . . Let us bring to 
our work, the deep private study of the Bible, 
drawing from the divine words the essential 
-tlements of our theme; and let us use the 
innumerable illustrations of these great traths 
that we fiad eround us, not omitting facts of 
the inner life and heart of man. Let us 
endeavour to show the radiancy of the love 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ, and never 
‘Fe conceal the joy, the comfort, the power that 
we experience ourselves because we know 
Him; blessings that they may also enjoy if 
they receive Him as their Saviour. This is 
the times are solemn. No need to follow | a holy task which calls for the exercise of all 
blindly any system of prophetic interpreta- | the intellectual and spiritual faculties with 
of a crisis both spiritual and temporal. Up, 
and be doing; let us unite, brethren 
of a hundred heads, called in turn, unbelief, 
rationaliem, indifference, formalism, super- | the people, and to demolish error, than to 
stition, and whose true name is atheism, é.¢., | preach the Gospel and bring souls to Christ. 
without God, without Christ, separate from | Ia truth it is the power from on high which 
the commonwealth of Israel, without hope. | lacks; and men who have it not, cannot 
Oh, may this not be the lot of France! And | communicate it. It is the general need 
to prevent it, up, once more, to unite, to | fearfully manifest in almost all churches and 
pray, to labour ! missions; and great is the disappointment 
The Rev. R. W. MacAll has circulated, | expressed by earnest Christians, who have . 
among his numerous helpers in his eighty | eagerly called renowned conférenciérs to the 
missionary stations, an important letter call- | rescue, to find them devoid of spiritual power, 
ing their attention to the intense necessity | indulging in witty controversy and intellectual 
of giving to the hungering people the Gospel | refinements, but no Gospel ; no pouring forth 
in God's own simple way. He repeats cour- | of the love of God to perishing sinners, no 
teously, but in stronger\Janguage than in his | demonstration of the Holy Ghost. 
last year’s circular-letter, his one request, he | The law allowing the ecclesiastical schools 
to be taught by friars and nuns, for whom 
letters of obedience have been obtained from 
the Bishops, without having passed through 
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any training or examination, ceases in 1884. | schools; while the normal training schools 
These country teachers bave in many cases shall be energetically maintained. 

applied for examination and diplomas, which The Lutheran pspers are full of articles 
sometimes have been grantel, bat the majority relative to the Reformation, and in this they 
refused on account of the gross ignorance are followed by almost all the Protestant 
they betrayed before the examiners, Some, press, and churches ring with the noble 
on receiving the diploma, have left their name the 

order and become lay-teachers, tempted by Romanists are organizing 
the superiority of salary, comfort, and Pope, an iat 
position. The obligation to send children to on 

echool is working wonders in Brittany, and of the Rosary, the beads of which 
other backward provinces. Nothing is pared told daily fifty times; and faithfulness to 
to bring schools up to the mark of wonder- these repetitions, during October, entail seven 
ful superiority, and the religious party can- years and forty da 

not cope with the Government in this matter; | A manual of the Reformation and Reformed 
no, not with all their money and infloence. Churches has just appeared, written by a 
The very strict execution of the rule that rationalist pastor, and in 
no prayer, no religion, no sacred history shall of view. He calls the Vaudois heretics, 


be taught, is waived in certain places; anda accuses Luther of error because he ol 


monita secreta, allows teachers to swerve and in the personality of the devil, he affirms 
esley believed that man 


bishops, however, continue to fulminate, and | etc., and this by a Protestant. 
hundreds of virulent priests have lost a i 
quarter's salary for having anathematized the ' volumes have already appeared, are to be 
law, and ordered the Government manuals to | accompanied by a Bible the text of which is 
be burnt. Many househokiers have also drawn from Calvin's commentaries, with the 


been warned, judged, and fined for refus-| marginal indications of the sariantes in the. 


ing to ray in what manner they mean to | Bibles printed in Geneva, previous to the 
educate their children who are not sent to | death of Calvin. This edition is the work of 
school, Professor Reuss. 
The Protestants seem to be veering round; MM. Réveillaud, Thomas Monod, Hirsch, 
to believe it a necessity to have and to sup- G. Meyer, and Bertrand, were invited to the 
port Protestant schools. It is rather late in Socialist Federation of Free-thinking, whose 
the day; for very many, instead of being Congress was held in Paris (Salle Moliére’. 
preserved, have been abandoned or merged | Everyone was to be free to express his 
in the Government ones. In fifty years opinions. M. Réveillaud made a vigorous 
2,000 Protestant schools have been founded | onset against the abominable literature which, 
in France; many of these had been com- under the pretext of anti-clericalism spreads, 
munalized, i.¢., accepted by the Government | immorality, and was loudly applanded. The 
and supported as Protestant schools. All| other gentlemen withdrew when an attack 
these are now merged into common schools, upon pastors was made by an orator, and 
and fifty years of persevering effort are liberty was denied them to speak. The chair- 
crushed at one blow ; pastors and consistories man did his best to secure freedom of speech 
are excluded from all participation in school for all, but was overpowered. A most 
affairs, and the education of Protestant | conclusive answer to Socialists of this descrip- 
children is given to teachers generally foreign tion are lives like that of M. Engel- Dolfuss, 
and often hostile to Protestantism. Thus an of Mulhouse, whose faneral took ; 
important means of preserving and of | attended by all the population of Mulhouse 
spreading Protestant faith among the young and Dornach. The way for several miles 


is stopped. 

M. Gaudard, the director of the Normal 
School of Courbevoie (Paris), proposes, in an 
important pamphlet deploring the above 
situation, to leave to their fate schools which 
have no chance of longevity, and concentrate 
effurt upon the remainder in order to give 
them advantages similar to those of State 


was lined by a compact crowd. Universal 
regrets and affection showed the just 


_ popularity of the intelligent and modest 


philanthropist known for his intelligent 
charity and innumerable services rendered to 
his fellow-citizens. 

This reminds us of the fact that when one 
of the chiefs of the party went to Saint- 


| 
church. This, however, is secretly done,and | himeelf, and calls Wilberforce one of the 
| the inspector closes his eyes upon it. The | most eminent representatives of Methodism, 
| 
i 
it 
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Pierre-les-Calais, and held a meeting to stir 
up the numerous working population against 
the masters, he was answered by a wan who 
said: “In this ball are four hundred 
manufacturers, who have risen from being 
workmen.” ‘“ Why, how much does a work- 
man gain, for such results to be obtained 
here?” said the astonished leader.” “ From 
fifty francs to 180 francs per week!” “ Then 
I have nothing to do here!” exclaimed 
he, and left the place more rapidly than 
he came. 


Deeply interesting meetings are held 


$27 


in Mr. McAli’s hall, 404, Rue d’Honoré, 
daily, for prayer in the morning, for Bible- 
study at 4 p.m., and Evangelistic by Lord 
Radstock in the evening. These are to 
prepare Christian workers for the winter's 
campaign, and are under the auspices of 
MM. Appia, Armand-Delille, Lepoids, Sautter, 
etc., etc. 
The political anxieties, and 

for the unknown future, excited by the change 
of policy in Jules Ferry, and other governing 
upon 
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[From our own Correspondent. | 
Berlin, October 13, 1883. 

It seems that the Roman see is making, at 
least, one little step in advance, towards our 
Government. Several of the bishops are 
appointing vicars for the deserted parishes, 
and asking for them the dispensation, allowed 
by the law of July last, from the necessary 
training which the May laws require. 

Bat thie does not prevent a continual 
show of hostility against Protestantiem. The 
Luther year seems to be celebrated, on the 
part of the Church of Rome, by a still 
greater display of bad feeling. A great 
Roman Catholic gathering was arranged at 
Dusseldorf, as a kind of demonstration against 
the Luther Festival at Wittenberg, and the 
pepal encyclica of September 1, is also a 
kind of protestation against the commemo- 
ration of Luther's birth. This remarkable 
document, in which the Pope engages all his 
faithful to pray especially to the Virgin 
Mary, that she, pleased by those prayers, 
may grant safety to the Church from her 
enemies ; and in which he promises special 
blessings for these prayers, with the obser- 
vation that the Virgin is powerful to 
overcome all heresies, is indeed @ proof how 
far the Church of Rome is from renounc- 
ing her unscriptural errors. As the great 
national festival at the Neiderwald, on the 
28th of last month, with the unveiling of 
the memorial for the restoration of German 
unity in 187], seems to have excited the 
political animosity of our French neighbours, 
in the same way the Luther Festival causes 
the Church of Rome to harden herself against 
truth, Yet the Neiderwald Festival was 
not celebrated in a warlike spirit. Our 
Emperor, who so often expressed his con- 
viction that all the events are directed by a 
higher hand, also said it on this occasion, that 


the Lord had done it all. At all events, it is 
his great wish that the power of Germany 
may ouly be used in the interests of peace. 

Mr. Baur, the new General-Superintendent 
of the Rhine province, bas preached his fare- 
well sermon at the Cathedral, in Bertin, on 
the 23rd of last month. He had worked as 
Court Chaplain, during a period of eleven 
years, and all the volautary religious efforw 
in Berlin had found warm support in him. 
He had given special attention to the case of 
fallen women, and in this work it will be 
difficult to replace him. 

The news has arrived that Mr. Jentzsch, 
who went out as missionary to China, in 
October last, has succumbed to the climate 
and died at Shanghai, on August 20. He 
was a very zealous worker for the Master's 
cause, aud the Berlin City Mission, to which 
he belonged many years, owes much to bim. 
His large hearted evangelical views secured 
bim many friends also among English 
Christians. 

This time of the year—middle of August 
till beginning of Uctober—is generally very 
rich in religious gatherings. The Gustavus 
Adolphus Society beld its annual conference 
wt Lubeck this time. In the province of 
Brandenburg, the friends of the Positive 
Union held a first provincial conference on 
the 2nd and 3rd of this month. An inte- 
resting gathering was the 50th anniversary 
of the Rough House at Hamburg. The 
importance of this foundation of Dr. Wichern, 
for all works of home mission, is sufficiently 
known to your readers. Ona September 12, 
all the brethren of the Rough House, 
dispersed in religious institutions all over 
Germany and beyond, were gathered at 
Hamburg. The Emperor had showa his 
interest in the festival by paying the 
travelling expenses of the brethren. With- 
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out thie munificence it would have been 
difficalt, if not impossible, to invite them 
all ; and this meeting of fellow-workers, with 
' geveral conferences on the common laboar, 
was not only the most beautiful feature in the 
festival, but it will also undoubtedly not 
remain without rich blessing. At Cassel the 
“ Evangelical School Congress” met, which 
shows again and again the importance of the 


Crown Prince to appear as his representa- 
tive, and addressed to him the following 
Royal order :-— 

“Tam not able to take part personally in 
the festival that is to take place at Witten- 
berg, in commemoration of Luther's birth- 
day ; but, as an evangelical Christian, and as 
bearer of the Church government, I feel 
deep sympathy for each festival of such a 
kind in which the evangelical creed finds 
its anweakened expression. I also fully ap- 
preciate the rich blessing which can emanate 
from our beloved evangelical church, when 
her members are reminded everywhere of the 
great gifts of God in the reformation.” 

The words which were addresse | by the 
Crown Prince have already been, published 
in your columns last month. It cin only be 
regretted that the liberal press had to ex- 
plain there beautiful words of toleration, to 
which every evangelical Christian can heartily 
subscribe, as directed against orthodoxy. 
This vain attempt is only made because the 
evangelical creed truly came, as the Emperor 
wished it, to an unweakened expression at 
Wittenberg. The rationalists always forget 
that their strength lies only in negation. 
They are no actual power in the Church. 
The President of the Protestantinverein, 


for the festival. The utmost was done to 
grant hospitality to the numerous visitors, 
All the villages for miles round took part 
in this. It was visible that it was a traly 
popular feast. | 

The opening of the Luther Hall, in the 
presence of the Crown Prince, and the intro- 
dactory sermon by General-Superintendent 
Schultze, were the chief features of the first 
day. Religious conferences were also held 
in the afternoon of the first and morning of 
the second day. Men of all partsof Germany 
took part ia the proceedings, and showed the 
various sides of Luther's blessed activity. 


<The different labours of home missions were 


also treated by men working in them. In 


to_many religious w by this Conference. 
self glorification. With\gll 

what the Lord had given 
mation, and in this country, in the work 
home missions, there was yet a general 
knowledgment that much is 
there are many dark points in 
life of our nation ; but also we trust, that 
He, who has begun the good wok, will 
finish it, if we trust only to Him. 
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SWITZERLAND. 


[From our own Correspondent. ] 
_ Switzerland, October 1883. 

Ip ever a stone thrown in a pond made a 
splash, the Salvation Army has made one in 
Switzerland. It has brought out the hidden, 
or smouldering, enmity against vital, vivid 
Christianity, as strongly as did Vinet and 
the Free Church movement in 1845-7, and 
the Haldanes and the quickening of religious 
life and doctrine twenty years before that. 
Considerable surpriee and anxiety were 
manifested at the silence of at least the Swiss 


Branch of the Evangelical Alliance, in 
presence of the genuine persecution of the 
strange little band ; who, say what people miay, 
brought souls to Jesus, and turned many of 
the wicked from the error of their ways. 
Fourteen members resigned on account of 
this silence. At last, coinciding with the 
acquittal of Miss Booth and her companions 
im Neuchatel, appeared a quiet, prudent, 
firm appeal—signed by the seven presidents of 
the seven sections of Berne, Bale, Neuchatel, 
Lausanne, Chaux de fonds, Jara Bernois, 
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| Mr. Schroder, published, in some newspapers, 
| e a letter, in which he complains of not 
ei having been invited to Wittenberg. Bat 
nobody was especially invited, except the 
| Royal family. Finally, the liberal Protes- 
oF tants found it wiser to attend, nevertheless ; 
| but all the speeches were delivered by men of 
(of orthodox views. The population of the small 
town of Wittenberg showed warm interest 
| 
schools. Bat the most important con- 
ference was the Luther Festival at Witten- 
berg. The Emperor, personally, had not 
| been able to appear, but he had sent the 
| 
| 
| | the afternoon of the second day, a great 
open-air meeting was held, which was at- 
) tended by about 8,000 people, The greatest 
| popular speakers of Germany——Court chap- 
lains, Stotker and Frommel, and others— , 
ion) spoke, besides the Mayor of Wittenberg. 
a) - We trust that a fresh impulse may be given 
| 


Bovember |, 
Geneva (it will be found in another part 


the Genevan police refused this means 


publication of the document, This has 
caused immense indignation, echoed by 
almost all the organs of publicity ; and, of 
course, an unusual eagerness to read the 


protest, The Journal de Gener? foresees the 
government urging on the steeds already on 
the declivity, oll ano into the 


in 
republic of Europe, in a country whose 
constitution guarantees the right of meet- 
ing, ond the inviolability of private 
domicile, save in strictly foreseen cases, have 
awakened the attention of an association 
which claims the honour of having inscribed 
this principle at the head of its programme. 
The Evangelical Alliance bas not the habit 
of interfering in questions purely political. 
It has intervened in very rare circumstances, 
when the rights of conscience have been 
violated by a government to the prejudice of 
any creed, Catholic or Protestant ; in Florence, 
for instance, for the Madiais; in Spain, in 
favour of Matamoros; before Alexander 11. 
against the Russian law, which made it a 
crime for a man to change his religion. Its 
intervention has not always been crowned 
with success, but it has always had a vast 
public effect. It has always been received 
with respect, and never has it been despite- 
fully turned away. This association has 
judged the moment favourable for making an 
energetic appeal to the public conscience of 
the Swiss people, against the vielation, daily 
more flagrant and serious, of the guarantees 
contained in our constitution. It is evident 
that if private domicile can no longer shelter 
a prayer-meeting, without the police having 
the right to make irruption and turn out 
those it finds there, religious liberty exists 
no more, and with it we shall have to mourn 
many other liberties no less precious. 
protest of the Evangelical Alliance is 
mer ye great firmness, but in a well- 
style, which bas nothing offeasive ; 
is acre Potro the governments of 
Geneva and Neuchatel are not even men- 
. Itisa simple discussion of principles, 
application of principles, in which the 
easily forgotten texts of constitutions 
which guarantee religious liberty and the 
liberty of meeting, are brought to recollection. 
The authors of this appeal had intended to 


for 
The 
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great surprise, the chief of the department, 
alter having read the document, refused 
blank to authorize its on the 
of Geneva. ‘You attack wus,’ said 
Heéridier, ‘and as the public pillars are ours, 
we do not permit you to use them to attack 
us!’ 

“ Who are these,” says the journal, “ who 
pretend to dispose, according to their good 
pleasure, of walls, house fronts, and all other 
places for sticking billa, reserving the right 
for their friends, and refusing it to their 
political adversaries? this is a new step 
towards arbitrary government ! 
government reserves to itself the faculty of 
letting pass the criticisms addressed to it or 
suppressing them, according as they 
to it gentle or dangerous /” 

The manifestation, organized by an 
annonymous committee, to demand the 
expulsion of the English Salvationists took 
place, in Neuchatel on Sanday afternoon 
(7th). t may be called a fiasco; the 
Neuchatel people understood that to come 
down in a mass upon Neuchatel to demand 
the expulsion of two young ladies and a so- 
called Captain, was as ridiculous as it was 
odious. Instead, however, of the expected 
10,000, the pleasure-seekers, for such they 
were, numbered only 1,500. <A few boy 
roughs, and two horsemen, headed the pro- 
cession; a few speeches were made, the 
petition was presented, and the petitione™> 
left the town in presence of not even a 
hundred people, apparently well pleased at 
their easy victory over “ Albion.” Believe it, 
says a correspondent, the majority of the 
Neuchatel people are satisfied that (by the 
acquittal of the Salvationists) the jury of 
Boudry has raised the fallea honour of the 
country and the respect for Cunstitational 
liberties. 

The Council of State of the canton, has 
however, decreed the expulsion of all English 
Salvationists from the canton. Parties ran 
extremely high on the subject of the Army. 
The roughe, who never set foot in a church, 
seeing the pastors in general against this 
mode of evangelization, talk of ** our pastors” 
and “our church,” te cover the intense 
obloquy of their conduct, and draw partizans. 
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of | have it appended to all the walls and places | 

Evangelical Christendom)—in favour of|used for such publicity, according to the 
religious liberty. It is so worded that it | constaut custom of all among us who have 
could be stuck up in public places. But | something to say to the public. They 
REE of | consequently delegated a member to the 
Departrfent of Justice and Police to ask for 

the necessary authorization, which they 
thought was a mere formality. To their 

“ Repeated and systematic violations o 

| 


police, in many have acted in 
most arbitrary manner, calling the most 
members of society, and 
, to anewer for the meetings they 


continue their 
sent home with or without an apology. 

Some are intensely in favour of the Army, 
declaring that they, or their friends and 
neighbours, have been converted to the Lord 
through its means, and the whole course of 
their lives renovated ; others, equally sincere, 
«but only knowing it by hearsay and report, 
are as intensely against it. The pamphlet 
of the Countess de Garparin, formerly so 
intensely in favour of freedom, which has 
had such a fatal influence against the move- 
ment, is extolled by many, and a sequel to it 
is expected. At the same time the sudden 
uprise of the roughs, manifests a state of 
society, in its lower strata, perfectly unknown 
to the religious world of Switzerland ; it has 
created the most intense surprise and also 
humiliation in really godly circles; it isa 
revelation of unexpected evils not yet 
reached, because unknown. A leaf here and 
there is being taken out of the Army's book, 
and evangelization more earnest, more solemn, 
more downright, is resolved upon. Much 
prayer is made. 

In Geneva, popular meetings, like those of 
Mr. McAll’s, in France, are increasing in 
number and in influence. Earnest, whole- 
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‘Evangelical Alliance is increasingly felt. 
Neuchatel is, of course, in intense effervescence, 
and the diverse sentiments respecting the 
Salvation Army, expressed in far from 


friends and families. 
Christians of the place are, some intensely in 
its favour, and others against it; these latter, 
however, look md, and downeast. The 
conduct of the Chief of Police, Cornaz, in 
withdrawing the gen:larmes, and leaving the 
acquitted and liberated Christians to the fury 
of the mob, has been universally condemned, 
and he has had to write letters, with lame 
excuses, to the political papers. The police 
aud cantonal authorities had acted in contra- 
diction with the Constitution; and the 
imprisonment of Miss JBooth and the others, 
as well as their arrest, and their previous 
expulsion, illegal. Details from independent 
parties on the spot—eye witnesses of the trial, 
and visitors of the prisoners—are deeply 
interesting. The Swiss “ soldiers ” continue 
to meet privately, in nowise discourayed. 
Why should they? They know that the 
power which has raised them from the dust to 
the throne—*‘‘from the mire to sit among 
princes "—is no human power, but the Spirit 
of God; they know that the path they 
are treading is that which leads from 
banishment :— 


The path the holy prophets went.” 


The contrast between their previous life 
and the present is too vivid for them to have 
the ‘slightest doubt as to the author of the 


hearted speakers give a clear gospel, and change, and though the first instruments of 
much good is affected. In Lausanne there is that trausformation are withdrawn, the God 
very great progress towards spiritual life, _who used those instruments is the same 
armth, and action. yesterday, to day, and for ever, and with 
The “penny reading” sort of meetings Him is no withdrawal, neither shadow of 
held during the few last winters, for the turning. | 
working men and women, have now been | Neuchatel has the reputation, I believe 
happily succeeded by Gospel meetings and justly, of being the most pious and gospel- 
after-meetings, where souls are sought and loving city in French-speaking Switzerland ; 
found by the Good Shepherd. An early | in which the National Church and the Free 
prayer-meeting is also held every Sunday Church vie with each other (with smallexcep- — 


morning (8 am.), in the rooms of the 


Young Men’s Christian Association ; above 
an hundred earnest men and women assemble ; 


hymns, spiritual addresses—short and pithy — 


and prayers, offered by any one man or woman 
so disposed, solemnize, refresh, and prepare 
for the hallowing of the sacred day. The 
many charities are more spiritually tended’; 
the hospital authorities have called dea- 
conesses from St. Loup, as rurses for their 
exceedingly beautiful new hospital of three- 
hundred beds; and more of the spirit of the 


tion) which shall give the clearest guspel. 
Yet beneath all those who attend charch, 
chapel, and school, seems to have lain, in 
darkness and the shadow of death, one of the 
most compact masses of unknown or un- 
touched roughs, than could be found any where. 
It is well that this be brought to light. It 
is turaing serious minds, in all charches, 
whatever may be their opinion about the 
“Army,” towards the undiscovered fields of 


| 
| The 
the 
res 
: are accustomed to have in their houses or moderate terms, are, for a time, dividing 
» ag grounds for years past ; strictly demancding if, 
among their company, were any “ Salvation 
Army people.” Some are forbidden to 
| 
im 
i 
ih 
if 
| 1 | 
| 
mm 
; mission labour that lie beneath their very 
feet. 
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THE ANNUAL CON FERENCE—NORWICH. 


It was only in October, of last year, that a new branch of the Evangelical Alliance was 
formed at Norwich ; and the Council, thetefore, received with much pleasure an invitation, 
from members and friends at that city, to hold the Annual Conference there from October 


16 to 18. 


There is much that invests such conferences of the Evangelical Alliance with a special 
interest, and the attraction that draws so many of the Lord’s people from different parts of 
the country to attend the meetings is not difficult to explain. The fundamental truths of 
the Gospel set forth in the basis cf the society, give confidence that the friends, who have 
been selected to give the addresses, will adhere closely to the teaching of Holy Scripture. 
The wide extension of the union embracing brethren of all Evangelical Churches, both at 
home and abroad, while commmending itself to all who seek to manifest the unity of the Body 


of Christ, also gives the promise of interesting and valuable information being imparted 


Much 


prayer bad been offered that the Lord might be glorified in this assembly of His children ; 
that the spirit of love and power might fill the hearts of al, and enable the epeakers and 


others who took 


part in the proceedings, so to open out the subjects 


that souls might be 


edified, revived, and become knit together in the bonds of closer love and fellowship. 
The Council gratefully acknowledge the abundant blessing that has rested upon the 
proceedings; they praise the God of all grace for the same, and earnestly pray that 
all who love the Lord Jesus Chriet may be led by the Holy Spirit more deeply to realize 
their oneness in Him, and by walking tegither in love, to exhibit this union before all men. 

The arrangements made in St. Andrew's Hall, for the comfort of those attending the 
meetings, were all that could be desired, and the kindness and hospitality shown to the 
visitors were highly appreciated and thankfally acknowledged at the closing meeting of the 
Conference. 


The following brief résumé of the proceedings will be read with interest. 


CONVERSAZIONE. 

On Tuesday evening, October 16, a large 
company assembled iu St. Andrew's Hall, 
which had been very tastefully decorated 
with evergreens and mottoes. Tables with 
refreshments were at convenient 
intervals, and a number of ladies kindly 
attended to the wants of the visitors. After 


led the meeting in prayer. 

The Cuarrman having announced thet 4 
telegram had been received from the president 
of the Alliance (Lord Pulwarth), expressing 
his regret that he was unable to be present at 


always remembered a speech, 
city some years ago, by the Rev. Hugh 


Stowell. Just at time the rays of 
the sun were glancing through the 
windows into this grand old Hall, and the 


} speaker at once took up the simile, and pointed 


out that, as those rays converged upwards 
towards the sun, so Christians, as they drew 


nearer to their Divine centre, also drew nearer 
to one another. 


ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 


The Rev. W. N. Rievey, M.A., Vicar of 
St. Giles’, Norwich, then gave the address of 
welcome on behalf of the Norwich Branch of 
the Alliance. He said: . 

ri tis m v address 
in words of warty welsome. [could wish 
that the Bishop of Norwich were here, but, 
he is not present, the connection of his vene- 
rable brother, the Earl of Chichester, and his own 
kind words, still mark the assurance of his sym- 


pathy with the objects of this E Alliance ; 
and in his name, as well as in 
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| 
three quarters of an hour, spent in mutual ———— . 
introduction and social intercourse, an | 
adjournment took place to that part of the Po 
Hall assigned for the meeting, and, at 7.30, 
some six hundred friends bad taken their 
seats. Henry Birkbeck, Esq., presided, and 
after a hymn had been sung, passage of | 
scripture was read by the Rev. W. A. 
McAlian, and the Rev. J. H. Shakespeare 
Christians im Norwich, bid you most hearty 
this meeting, said the sentiment expressed by | Welcome to this ancient city. A thousand years 
thie ecciety was, “Love one ther.” He p 
how many Christians must have trodden our 


some who have been enrolled among the noble . 
army of martyrs ; and it will interest you to hear 
that there is « movement, Christians of 
Norwich, which has met with large and 
general acceptance, to celebrate the Reformation 

erecting a Martyr Memorial in this city. Well, 

her it was a the of perseention, 
or under brighter motives, we know that Chris- 
tians mast have often met toge’her here before for 
conference and for prever. This, the first large 
annual gathering of the Evangelical Alliance in our 
ancient city, seems somewhat to engyest that the 
manifestation of Christian unity is to be one of the 
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his servante—“ that they may be one, 
We are one: I in them and Thoa in Me, 
may be perfect in one; and that the 
nimy know that Thou hast sent Me.” Some 
have pointed to divisions among Christians 
—to the Charch of Christ 

By echiems rent 

And by heresies distrest ” — 
they say that the prayer has failed. No prayer 
of oar Lord Jesus Christ failed. “ Him the lather 
heareth always.” If one prayer of Christ could 
fail, any prayer of Christ would fail; and where, 
then, would be the strong foundation of our 
Christian security in the intercession of Him 
“who is able to save to the uttermost all 
that come anto God by Him”? 
that there has been all along a deep spiritual 
union in the Charch of Christ, visible to God, and 
of which His children have been conscious by the 
mutual attraction to one another, and to “all who 
love the Lord Je«us Christ in sincerity.” How- 
ever, something more was meant by oar Saviour, | 
something to tell upon the world around, and to 
lead the world to believe in the Divine Mixsion; 
and I think all who have stadied God's Word are 
agreed in expecting that the last days ore marked 
distinctly by a greater drawing together both of 
the powers of evil and of those who are on the 
Lord’s side. I believe if Christians do not draw 
together the Lord imay use the pressure of perse- 
cution for this purpose ; bat I rather would believe 
that we shall be drawn together by the attraction 
of the Saviour’s name. If you introduce a magnet 
among a heap of steel filings—so dead and help- 
less, reparate from one another—in a moment, 
every one seems instinct with life; and, as they. 
leap tegether to the maznet, how they are drawn 
to one another. I do think that this Evangelical 
Alliance is not only a blessed evidence that the | 
Holy Spirit is now creating in the hearts of Gotl’s | 


people this longing for union, but also that it will 
a great 
effcet. 


and a blessed means of carrying it into 


There is one other reason why I would | 

give the members of the Evangelical Alliance a 

welcome this year, viz., because it is the | 

of Luther's Reformation. Ido 

think that the officers of this society have done 

well to keep the subject on the forefront of its 
is 


ings at conference; and I have no— 


y welcome will ba given to Dv, | 
Stoughton, his colleague, Dr. White, who are | 
to deliver addresses with reference to the Luther | 


Commemoration. With all- the infidelity, and 
superstitions observances of which we have heard, 


I believe the heart of this 


of the Reformation. Speaking for the 
Eagland, and judging from her accredited 
articies, I think there will be no doubt upon this 
point. We are there bidden to pra 


a 


thie land. There are two great principles that 
Lather was the means, under God, of 
bringing into prominence and restoring, as 
were, to the Charch of Christ. 
the Word of God to the people 
langusge. We know that Cadworth 
Bible, and the Bible only, is the 
Protestants"; and I thank God that 
of Engiand «till holds tha? the “H 
containeth all things nece 
that whatsoever is not read 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, 
that it should be believed as an article of the 
Faith.” Another great principle is that blessed doc- 
trine of justification by faith. I believe these two 
principles age the rafienale of the Reformation— 
the very pillars on which the Reformation is 
founded, It makes one’s heart leap to hear how, 
in every village and every town, the heart of 
Germany is stirred. I hope this movement will 
be as life from the dead in that country, to which 
we still look as in some measure our fatherland. 
I trust also that England and America will par- 
ticipate in this Luther Commemoration, so that 
it may be a great Evangelical Alliance of nations, 
founded those blessed principles of the 
Reformation to which I have referred. 1 do hope 
that these principles will bind together the 
Charebes of Christ more and more in our own 
country. 

I have only another word to say, and that 
is, to ask a little indulgence for us, the Alliance 
Branch, in Norwich. We are a young 
institution. We are only two years old. We 
are scarcely more than babes in oar cradle. It 
is quite possible that we may to be very 
weak, and that our meetings may not be fully 
attended; though, I judge from to-night, we 
shall have a grand gathering before the Con- 
ference is over. In regard toall these matters 
you must have the kindness to remember that as 
we are but babes, you are to extend to us a little 

rental indulgence. I hope these meetings may 
be blessed for the promotion of God's glory, 


ol 


and for the bringing together of Christians in 


Norwich. 


Mr. Dowatp Maraeson (Treasurer of the 
Alliance), in responding to the welcome, 
expressel regret at the absence of Lord 
Polwarth, who had telegraphed almost at the 
last moment that it was impossible for him 
to attend the Conference : 


He (Mr. Matheson) was, therefore, constrained 
most reluctantly to take the of their noble 
President in retarning nd this he did 
with the or the cordial wel. 
come which, in a beautiful address, Mr. 
Ripley had given to the Evangelical Alliance on 
the of the old cathedral city. He 

that during the next few days they would 
realize that these meetings were an oocasion of 
happy communion. Having referred to the Luther 


ristians, to the great princi 
is 
| 
| | and reformed part of it which is establi | | 
| | 
special featares of the last days. We mast ali 
| §i have often pondered on that prayer of oar Lord 
for those that should believe in Him throagh the 
| 
| 
w 
i 


ms were being built up in 
e bad taken the to the 
had received it with t s; and 
most gracious and encouraging sentiments bad 
been expressed by the King of Italy himself. 


The Rev. J. M‘Canray (China) hoped this 


The Rev. Dr. J. Mornay Mrronet spoke 
of the work of the Alliance in promoting 


was formed at home. He was then in India; and 
the establishment of this society had ° 
effect on Christians in that great missionary . 
The question was considered in India and else- 
where, whether evangelical missionaries should 


actually formed, and admirable were held 
in Bombay, Poonah, and elsewhere ; but the gene- 
ral feeling over India was this: “We are all of us 


were already evan- 
gelically allied; and the reason was not far to 
seek ; for did not every one of them naturally seek 
allies when their hearts were stirred within them, 


i 


ag and this fact inclined them to 
minor differences in view of the 
had 


been more than once raised, Had the blessing of God 
more conspicuoasly rested on some particular form 


asesuch? After honestly desiring to find out the 
true answer to this inquiry, they had come to the 
conclusion—Faith, and love, and holy zeal were 
most graciously acknowledged by our Lord and 
Saviour, wherever they were ; whether in 
the case of the Episcopalian Martin, the Baptist 
Carey, the Congregational Livingstone, or the 
Presbyterian Duff. If the little band of labourers, 
im foreign lands, were to split np into hostile com- 

it would be little short of madness; and, 
surely, it was their duty to unite their energies in 
opposing the common foe. Then, again, Rome 
was often found in the mission ficld, and with the 
intolerance which was usually her characteristic ; 
and there was also a Russo-Gireck church at work 
in some quarters. As to the latter there was no 
hostility towards the Protestants, and, indeed, 
they manifested some amount of co-operation. 
There were some diversities among Protestant 
missionaries in heathen lands; buat the heathen 
were not shocked by such differences as the 


particularly in Chins, Japan, and India. 
In the spirit of Christian unity and brotherly 
love, the missionaries, , if not uni- 
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celebration, the speaker concladed 
saying he trusted in these meetings it 
he With a zea and deter- 
accomplish in the manifestation the spirit of 
union and love among Christians. 

| 

a had put it: “In « country where the 
_ Majority—nearly the whole of the population— 
worship cows, men think little of the differences 
that separate one Christian from another.” In 

EE | «contest, where every force that was available 
Conference would stir up the hearts of | required to be turved to the best possible account, 

Christian people to increased earnestness on | 84 where new forces were needed, the question bad | 
behalf of Christian missions, and said : 

Many a China, toiling in solitade FLL on ans as 
and far away from Christian sympathy, would be | on Congregationalists as such, or on 
cheered by the knowledge that there were at | 
home those who, while met together for their | 
own mutual benefit and blessing, did not forget 
their brethren abroad. 

CHRISTIAN UNION AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. | 
Christian union, especially referring to Chris- | | 
tian missions. He said : 

The Alliance had had considerable influence in . 
missionary work, for Evangelical Alliance senti- ! 
ment bore very directly upon foreign missionary f 
effort, and foreign missionary effort re-acted most t 
powerfully upon Evangelical Alliance sentiment. ‘J 
He well remembered the time when the Alliance i 

— 
question of liturgical or non-liturgical services, or i 
not have an alliance for a common object, which | of wearing a black or a white gown whilst preach- p 
they all had in view. Such an pol was | ing; or, what he thought best in a warm country 
—in no gown atall. But if Protestant mission- 
aries were to begin to assail one another on . 
questions of doctrine and church polity the results 
already overtaxed, every missionary is burdened | would be disastrous. However, he felt sure that . 

with work ; and the question is whether it is | they were prepared’ to work together, with 

really needfal to start a uew society for the a few exceptions, in the blessed Christian spirit 

purpose of showing to the world a brotherhood | which prompted the Alliance. As an in- 

and a union of hesrt among Christians that is stance of this he would refer to the Week 

already patent to the world?” The conclusian |of Prayer, an institution which was most 

arrived at, in most cases, was: “Let us by all | heartily sustained Christians all over the 

and evangelically allied, t 
without actuall forming a new society.” ta India, 
innds of the Kast be ‘had 
amopgst the 

been much struck with the grand spiritual 

results achieved in Japan, where there was « 

4 countless ages | which had lately been ng over Japan, was 

past, and that still remained in all their gloomy | most remarkable; and the fruits of that revival 

strength, as if destined to continue for many ages | were manifested in a higher standard of Chris- 

more. He feared that these ancient fortresses of ' tian life, in love*of the word, in love for souls, 


- 


Whet her the action of France wonld act for 


the good of Christianity in China it was doubtful to | necting 
aay; bat they believed in the Almighty power which | 


made “the wrath of man to praise Him.” As 


to India, the second decennial conference on 


mistions, recently held, farnished a striking proof | 
of the unity of Christian missionaries and Christian | 
members there. A few, however, declined to 
attend the conference, and they | 


Society. One of this number had objected to come — 
because fundamental questions were not to be dis- 
cussed. Now, on jons it was not wise 
to go deeply into questions of Charch polity, for 
teal the bigher and more useful 
objects of Christian unica in view. In conclusion, 
he asked whether the Churches in England had 
transplanted their differences to heathen lands? 
and he answered, that the barrier which divided 
Christians in foreign countries was not so high 
but that they could shake hands over it. This 
was manifested in a marked manner in India, and 
he believed that Christians in heathen lands re- 
alized the idea of the spiritaa!l Charch, the base of 
which rested on earth whilst its head reached to 
the heavens — wat 

As some tall cliff, that lifts its awful form, 

Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm, 


Though rand its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.” 


 Lieut.-General C.B. (Secretary), 

next addressed the meeting on “ The Work 
of the Evangelical Alliance in Promoting 
Christian Union and Religious Liberty.” 
Having traced the origin of the Alliance, he 
stated : 

It was rather a confederation of alliauces, and 
the Alliance in Fagland was only one of the 
branches of the institution which was now ex- 
tended all over the globe, and represented by 
branches and agencies in nearly every country. 
The British branch might be called the executive 
of the whole. They had cause to be 
thankful for the “week of prayer,” which had 
originated in the Alliance. ith regard to the 
carrying out their great work, they made it a 
part of their duty to go forth in tations and 
establish themselves, not only in their own, bat in 
foreign lands. They did not attempt to prose- 

ize or interfere with anyone's religious convic- 

; they simply went out in the name of God, and 
said, “ We must love one another, because we are 
all one in Him, and all partaking of His love to 
us.” The society had also exerted itself vigor- 
ously on behalf of religious freedom. Several 
instances were given of the value of such inter- 
vention, and the recent work of the Alliance in 
this direction was specially mentioned. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by 
the Rev. Prebendary Anderson. 


Wepwespay Ocroser 17. 


At ten o'clock the first devotional meet- 


mises of God with regard to prayer. 


y mouth, and 
“ Whatsoever ye 


brotherly union with his fellow Christians. 

At the meeting of the Conference, which 
followed, the Chair was occupied by Mr. 
Donald Matheson, Treasurer. | 

Resolutions on the order of business were 
adopted, and Secretaries of the Conference 
appointed. 

The in a few introductory 
remarks, said they had all things in Christ, 
for God had given them everything in Him ; 
and the question to be considered that morn- 
ing was how were they to obtain more of the 
magnificence of those blessings? He, there- 
fore, prayed that the Holy Spirit might be 
realized as a present power in their hearts. 


The Rev. T. Romarmve Goverrt, then gave 
“ The Annual Address,” taking as his subject, 
“The need of a larger measure of the Power 
of the Holy Spirit in the Church of Christ.” 


ical 
thren, 


Grace be with all them that 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in si .—Amen. 

sure, feel our need of more 
of the plenitude of the Holy Spirit. Each Charch 
y in this matter. O to 
seek with full assurance, and we shall not plead in 
vain for ourselves and the churches th the 
world, for fresh life and fresh power by the Holy 
What beautiful unity in the Church of 
Christ at the Pentecostal season. Each Christian 


of St 
with 


| and in greater Christian onity. Union in praver ing was held, under the presidency of the 
) hed led to revival, and revival togrester Christian Rey John Patteson, u.a., rector of Thorpe. 
unity. Sorely, tilis was « lesson which might be | anf 
y A hymn having sang, prayer offered 
learned with profit by the churches at home. In De 
China he went to Shanghai, where he witnessed by the Rev. Dr. Stoughton, the chairman 
sof hearty Christian co-operation and brother. , read a passage of scripture, containing = 
the promise in the Psalms, “ Open 
I will Gill it,” with the words 
in the New Testament, 
| shall ask in My name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son,” the Christian believer would find 
| ciated with the members of the Church Missionary ©2eouragement to fervent prayer and to in- 
creased faith in the Word of God, especially 
| for his own sancti , and for his 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| | | He said : 
| My dear Brethren,—I feel I cannot better 
| address you than in the loving and = 
| blessing . Panl, “ Peace be to the bre 
ia ove al rom the Fa , an 
pu nd | a : God the Father, and the 
| heart seems to out, “O for such a time 
| again!” The Lord fully grant it. Coldness and 
divisions hinder that effusion; may He graciously 
; | remove them. When the Apostles were of one 
| mind and heart, then the Holy Ghost was poured 
out. When the instrament and voices were as 
| one, to make one sound to 
| could not enter, for the 
ol now, us 
. sharpness and bitterness to one another, remember- 
ing the words of Joseph to 
| 


Spirit, different, it may be, in minor points, but 
one in Him. Each looking for, and hastening 
unte His coming and kingdom, when he shall 
present us, faultless, before His Father and before 
the throne. May we each, with those we love, be 


there at His coming and kingdom. 

The ‘‘ Practical Resolutions " of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance, which were adopted in 1846, 
and by a@ constitutional law are submitted 
and form the subject of an address at each 
Annual Conference of the British Branch, 
were then read and enforced, by the Rev. J. 
Oswald Dykes, p.p. 

[This address will be found in extenso in 
another column. | 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


Mr. A. J. Anwoup (Secretary) then pre- 
sented the Annual Report, reading a few 
paragraphs, and giving a running commentary 
- upon the work of the year. | 

The Cuarrman, as Treasurer, submitted a 
brief summary of the cash statement which 
showed a steady increase in the annual 
subscriptions, 

The adoption of the report was moved by 
the Rev. F. Batpgy, and seconded by the 
Rev. J. S&S. Rossen, the: latter expressing 
satisfaction that the Alliance was pursuing its | 
active and useful course with unabated zeal ; 


and that, as shown by the financial statement, | ; 


CHRISTENDOM. 335 
| it had reached the maximum of benefit, ata 
minimum of cost. 


The meeting was closed with prayer by 
the Rev. L. Price. 


AFTERNOON MEETING. 

The meeting this afternoon was held under 
the presidency of Colonel Malcolm, A 
hymna having been sung, prayer was offered 
by the Rev. J. T. Layard. 


 ENDRANCES TO CARISTIAN UNION, 
The subject for Conference was, “The 


hindrances to the manifestation of brotherly 
love and union—How may they best be 


overcome 
The opening address was given by Captain 


Caapman, who said : 


The first point to which a physician directs his 
attention in grappling with is, through the 
symptoms and results, to trace back the cause 
ites source. Sarely, the great hindrance 
manifestation of brotherly love and un 
lack of brotherly love and practical 
union which is fruitful th the combined 
action of the followers of Jesus Christ in carrying 
on his work. This I believe to be the trae source 
of the admitted evil in the Charch. There is a 
word ia Proverbs xiii., 10, which seems to point 
te one cause, and to only one cause, from which 
this evil arises—*“ Only by cometh conten- 
tion.” How wonderful and unspeakably blessed 
was the union which subsisted between our first 
parents and the Great Creator, till pride found an 
entrance within the heart of Eve. The golden 
cord of love which had united them to God having 
been thus rudely snapped asunder, is it a matter 
of surprise that hindrance to the manifestation of 
brotherly love and union soon becomes apparent 
in the offepring of the fallen pair? But should 
it be said, the subject before us treats rather of 
the hindrances to the manifestation of love and 
union among brethren, than to the intolerance of 
professors, i.¢., those who have no real title to be 
numbered among brethren, my reply is—are we 
quite sure that no charge of intolerance can be 
t against avy such? Is there no need, 

, among the true followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, for the prayer, “‘ Search me, O Lord, 
and know my heart; try me and know my 
thoughts?” I doubt not but that when Jeliu 
said, “ Come and see my zeal for the Lord,” he 
was perfectly sincere; but had he known the 
secret springs of his own actions, he would more 
truly have said,“ Come and see my zeal for Jebu.’’ 
One of the hardest lessons Christians have to 
learn is to think lovingly of, act lovingly towards, 
work lovingly with, their brother Christians who 
differ from them in regard to certain aspects of 
truth. There are many who, in the present day, have 
been led to lay much stress upon the need of 

sanctification in the walk of the believer. 
Sach are often groundlessly charged with preacl- 
ing the dogma of sinless perfection ; as,on the 
other hand, these are disposed, equally without 
grounds, to charge those who fail to agree with 
their every utterance as Christians who assert 


think 
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that ye fall not out by the way.” There must be 
little differences in worship till He comes. As 
as men are men, we shall each have our “| 
spirit of love affection to all : 
and sisters of Christ; to all who | : 
of the Spirit. These are the house- | 
; these are Christ's own brethren, | 
we shall spend our blissfal eternity, 
ing and in His kingdom, We may 
ttle things, yet be really one at heart. 
e have gazed with astonishment and 
some magnificent cathedral window, | 
master-piece in it, glittering with light 
colour there differing from its | 
all filled by the same light, and 
of one perfect whole. So the 
as the rainy heavens, collects all 
; each drop separate, each its own | 
one magnificent whole. | 
are many, and of many hues and magni- | | 
and brilliancy and power, yet all 
nd universe. The flowers are all anlike 
nother ; yet all seem to say, “ Though differ- | 
hand made us all.” All, whether lowly or | 
ful, or beautiful, they all tend to | 
flora. The stones of the brea«t-plate | 
of them alike; some glistening, some | 
dull all over the high-priest’s heart ; | 
all one in the breast-plate; all lit | 
by one [Who ever heard a grand organ | | 
whose pipes gave the same sound, thouzh filled by | ' 
one breath? All blend harmoniously together, | | 
forming one sweet whole. So may it be, my 
brethren, with us of this Alliance; filled-by His | 
necessity of the continual presence abd practice o 


is in the natural 
life infinite diversity, and, withal, the most — 
unity ; and imthe spiritual life likewise, if there 
be infinite diversity there ought, nevertheless, to 
i If pride be the 


anewer was “ Humility”; and the second ? “ Hu- 
mility” ; and the third? “Hawility.” If hu- 
mility be the first and last of Christian graces, it 
is a plant of very tender growth, and not easy of 
cultivation. Mechanical unity—if I may be 
allowed the expression—may be attained by biding 
out of sight the cloven foot ; living unity, only by 
the vielding of the heart to the domination of the 
Spirit of God. The mah in whom the Spirit of 
God thus dwells continually, whether at home or 
abroad, lives in the manifestation of brotherly 
lore and union. We, who really desire the re- 
moval of the hindrances and the possession of the 
power to manifest this y love and union, 
seem to be drawn to one conclusion—* Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
Thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love Thee, 

worthily magnify Thy holy name.” Let our 
prayer be, “ Lord, take me, break me, make me”; 
aud then, though the be painful and the 
heart-strings be torn asunder, the idol Pride will 
fall, Humility will be enthroned where Pride once 
reigned supreme, and share the sovereignty with 
Love. The heart thus cleansed and tified 
will be in a fit state to receive and to reflect the 
bright beams of heaven's kindly light, no shib- 
boleth will bar the way to the manifestation of 
love and union, and the most bleased of ‘all happr 
experiences will be realized— Unum corpus is 


Carislo sumus, 


Several brethren took 
confereuce which followed. 


Tie Rev. Gronog Jones said the 
point of union was love, and they might 


part in the open 


everything else that was wrong. in Rev. 


iii, 20, our Lori said: “Behold I stand 


at the door and knock : if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with 
Me.” This was generally understood to 
mean opening the door of our hearts to re- 
ceive Uhrist as our guest; bat some one had 
suggested the beautiful thought, in connec- 
tion with the passage, of receiving Christ as 
our Lord and King, giving Him the keys of 
every chamber in our heart, excluding Him 
from none, and reserving not even a little 
corner for pride to lark in. Thus, with 
Christ as our Lord and Master, self would be 
cracified, and the spirit of Christ would ani- 
mate the soul in the daily conflicts and trials 
of life. 

The Rev. Prebendary ANDERSON expressed 
the opinion that the spirit of pride was not 
always the cause of Christian people not 


joining in some of the efforts for the evange- 


lization of the masses. The motives of such 
persons in abstaining from taking part in 
certain modes of Christian work were entitled 
to respect and attention as much as the action 
of those who approved of such 
operations. The motto of this Alliance was 
“ Charity,” and he urged that they should be 
charitable in their construction of the motive 
of those who disagreed from them, and also 
as to those who did not adopt 
which many approved of. Bs: 

‘The Rev. Dr. Keywepy Moors pointeg 
out that the Evangelical Alliance was frst 
Evangelical and then an Alliance, 
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but | secure reslity cf union whilst differing on 
persons quarrel because conscientiously 
| member | in liturgical form of service, whilst 
body of Christ, 20 that com- | the other was just as conscientious in object- 
tall sed spiritual ie | peculiarities to evaporate or flourish. 
| is not the | They were branches of the 
neither is it | frait—more or less—for 
| ' yet again is . 
it the stem and this branch or that branch which | 
| may cepecially commend iteclf to me; but it 
the eatire Vine. Not one single branch vitally | were one in Christ ; | 
| anited with the stem must be severed. It may be, | wonld cast their particular 
| I allow, an yy beg sickly the background. 
ill-favoured branch ; bat, if a living branch, t is) Mr. Dowatp Marnesow 
| much atrue branch of the True Vine as the Mae ; 
| most abundantly frait-bearing branch in all the | tain Chapman that pride was to be got HE cd 
Vine: and we may be sure that in the Spiritual by cultivating the love of Christ in the Hl : 
Vine one of What had been described by Dr. Chalmers 
| the | the expulsive power of a new affection, or, 
the weak, sickly, on. | recently by others, a new inhabitant,” 
| productive branch « trae member of the same | Was the great means of laying aside pride and 
- If there are no two branches alike, there 
cause of disunion we have not far to go to find the | " 
) : rewedy. It is said that when St. Augustine was | 
< asked what was the first of Christian graces, his | 
| 
ili | 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| 
| | 


FF 


5 
; 


first establishment of the Alliance in Norwich, 
some twenty-five years ago. He had rocked 
ite eradle and had followed its hearse, and he 
was glad to see its resurrection a year or two 
He remembered the good men who 
were associated with its first formation— 


evening's meeting, the subject being the 
occupied by J. J. Colman, Esq. 

After a hymp had been sung, prayer was 
offered. by the Rev. A, R. Fausset. 

The CuamMan said : 


The meeting was closed with prayer by the 
Rev, W. Fuller Gooch. 


Tavrspay Morwine, Ocroner 18. 


This morning the Rev. G. 8. Barret pre- 
sided over the Devotional meeting. After a 


hymn had been sung prayer was offered by 
the Rev. George Elwin. 
The Caaramay, having read the first por- 


tion of Ephesians iv., gave a brief exposition, 
in the course of which he said -— 

These passages represented an imaye of the 
Church and of eharches. Awidst the divisions 
of the Church, Christians were tempted to forget 
that they were one body in Christ. This oneness 
had been created by Christ, and as Augustine had 
said, where Christ was there was the Church. 
Christian Churches, therefore, need not trouble 
themselves about their diffvrences so long as they 
were not inconsistent with their oneness in Christ. 


It had been the dream of the Church of Rome — 


to found a Church in which all diversity should 
be sacrificed to a rigid, monotonous uniformity, 
but that was the unity not of life, bat of death ; 
the unity not of a Church, but of the charebyard. 

might recoguize thankfully the fact that ail 
Christian churches of every denomination were 
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_ granted that there was an evangelical spirit, | history would perhaps be stirred ap afresh, while 
necessarily connected with evangelical truth. | tose whe Knew not mach of Lather might hear | 
facts which would awaken in them respect for his ) 
Truth stood paramount, and the love which , and for the trathe whieh he so valiantly | 
was evangelical 20 closely associated itself with The old phrase, “The solitary 
the holding of the truth that there seemed | who shook the world,” was true in many sensce— 
to him no contradiction between honestly | i" more, perhaps, than was sometimes imagined— : 
“contending for the faith once delivered to | Yar as ite | 

the saints,” and the spirit of Christian | was concerned, for the reform which created so 

charity. It was to him a matter of regret | muck enthusiasm, just 400 years ago, also resalted 
his part, however, he preferred the existence | °*J°7. He hoped that the meeting would stir up | 
; an increased seal on behalf of the Reformation, so | 

of many sections to that kind of enforced, that its blessing might be preserved in this gene- 

ration, and handed down unimpaired to the next. 
— - LUTHER AND THE REFORMATION. | 
The Rev. Jonw Srovenron, v.p., then 
church was delivered an address on “ The influence of 
hoped that, Martin Luther upon the Protestaut Reforma- | 
one tion,” 

[This address will be found in another 
column. } | 
THE CONDITION OF THE REFORMATION | 
CHURCHES. 
| The Rev. L. Borasrr Wars, p.v., gave 
practise brotherly love and learn the theory | an address upon “ The present condition and | 
afterwards. If men commenced practical | needs of the Reformation Churches.” | 

work for God they would find themeelves [This address will be found in another 
drawn close together, and smaller thiags | column. | 
would be cast aside. 
The Rev. J. S. Russert referred to the 

| EVENING MEETING. 

There was a very large attendance at this ee 

hereof the Bs Cure doi rk 

bers of the Established Church were doing a work 

which their Nonconformist brethren coald not 

In this Lather commemoration they could all | do. There were many Englishmen and womes 

unite heartily: and he, as a Nonconformist, would , whose 2 life was nurtured a 

music of Book of Common Prayer, as it 

felt Those of them who | could never have 

bad been « apt to forget their reading of | conformists. On the other hand, the were 

z2 


| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

if 
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Mr. Noel then went on to give some interest- 
ing details of the various mission agencies at 
work in Paris, especially Mr. McAll’s mission, 
and concluded by saying that much more 
might be done. pew 
on the part of English was needed and 
many of the societies at work there—be migh 
= Society — wanted increased 
mds, They wanted more of the compassion of 
Him who regarded the multitude as “ sheep having 


The Rev. Carr J. Girw asked permission 
to move the following resolution : 


of 
when expression of 
the admiration of the principles of 
cially as to justification by fuith and the senptural 
tru enunciated at the Reformation, are so 
The resolution was seconded by Mr. DowaLp 
MarTHEson, and carried unanimously. 
Colonel Matcotm and the Rev. A. R. 
Favsset then presented the following minute 
_ On behalf of the visitors to Norwich : 


delegates and visitors, who have participated so 
largely in the kindness and hospitality of their 


The members of the Alliance 
than 


4 


Zi 
| 
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welcome, and from the Lord's prayer— 
, that His believing people must be one ; 

ith Him and one with each other, now 

in eternity. This blessed thought had 
cheered them all, and united them throughout 
these gatherings. They were indebted to 
Mr. Elwiao (secretary of the local committee), 
Mr. Culley, and Mr. Mumford, who had 


taken an important part in the arrangements 


for the reception of the Alliance. He thanked 
his Heavenly Father that He had put it into 
their hearts to work for this cause, and to 
bring to a satisfactory conclusion this happy 
meeting of the Evangelical Alliance. 

_ The proceedings of the Conference were 


then closed with prayer and the benediction — 
by the Rev. T. Dilks, 


THE PRINCIPLES OF THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY THE REV. J. OSWALD DYKES, D.D., UPON THE “ PRACTICAL RESOLUTIONS” 
OF THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


Having first read the “Practical Resolu- 


founded, and has existed, mainly tor the purpose 


years, | of cultivating among Evangelical Christians that 
epirit of brotherly kindness which is the keynote — 


of these resolutions; and it cannot be amiss if 
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blessing, and, by the 
In the open Conference which followed the 
Rev. E. Clarke of Spezia, Rev. Dr. Murray 
Mitchell, Rev. J. McCarthy, and Rev. T. W. 
Brown took part. 
The meeting was closed with prayer by the 
Rev. Lethbridge Moore. 
ance, delivered at yesterday's sitting of the Con- 
EVENING MERTING. ference. 
Norwich branch, occupied the chair, After 
a bymn bad been sung, a passage of Scripture| The address on this subject, delivered by | 
was read, and prayer was offered by the Rev.| the Rev. H. Sinclair Paterson, up., of | 
G. Hamilton. Notting Hill, will be given in our next issue. | 
That this Conference of the Evangelical Alliance, 
at Norwich, desires to express its hearty concar- 
rence with the movement in this country to com- 
The Council of the Evangelical Alliance, and the ae ima 
return their grateful thanks for al! the M4 
attention shown to them, and 
their visit to Norwich so pleasant . 
The Council especially desire to express their | 
warm appreciation of the excellent arrangemen 
made for the conducting of the Conference, and 
which have aided so much in making it a success, 
the meetings. 
meeti It were a , I think, if the solemn 
tions,” Dr. Dykes said :-— into a . The Alliance was 
These, Mr. Chairman, are the “ Practical 
Resolutions ” which now, for a good many 
have been annually rehearsed in the — 
members of the Evangelical Alliance at its 
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| 
| 
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taken, I su 
extent, we all 
be on our gt 
| 
| 
| is a king 
” n existed among 
| orthodox ng that they | 
H n their schoc other’s exi 
these thing not unwilling to do, at the 
, mind; but let us remember modern Church was split into pc 
| special reasons why anything _indeed did they tolerate each 
| ition of eact 
| e Isid n this ball have all got to 
ve ju ral churches do recognize 
in at —viz., 
| he light | other in love for ou 
| y to | on to esteem is a val 
make it. I am 
| be remembered that | bw must be spoken 
erences of relig i Tam note 
cred and precious the past. | 
| here passion coming 
keen. We to 
i. affect the ¢o-operation ; 
it 
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brotherly love among the churches. 


Evangelical churches are to be blamed for appears 
to be, not so much hostility, or positive estrange- 
ment, or envy, or quarrellitig—for I think we have 


next 
We wish him well, but in bis absence. This igno- 
rance and isolation appear to me among the chief 
causes of want of thorough, hearty, united, 


It be said “ That is all very well, and pro- 
ba all very true ; but what cure can the divided 
charebes of this country find for such a state of 
things?” Well,it may seem rash for any Christian 
brother to offer a cure for a condition of things 
which all deplore, and which has lasted so long ; 
but, speaking simply my own thoughts, I should 
be disposed to say that the best cure for sectarian 
isolation is common work for common ends, and 
against the common foe. I believe that the sec- 
tarian oF te feeling of belonging to a 
church and mination, and not to Christian- 
ity and the Christian Charch, thrives most in the 
at of heated theological controversy, 
when it is carried on to the neglect of common 
Christian work—as it was, for example, during the 
greater of the seventeenth century. At this 
time, and in circumstances like these, w the air 


theological disputants rather than Christian 
workers, then you have the most favourable of all 
e nditions for the development of sectarianism, 
isolation, ry, uncharitableness. But, accord- 
ing as the charches will take to a common philan- 
thropic work, common evangelistic work, to doing, 
in fact, the work which is common to them all, 
and leading to all their ends alike, in that propor- 
tion will sectarian i die. In such an 
atmosphere it cannot thrive, but is bound, by-and- 
bye, to expire. 

Therefore, it is when we are, shoulder to 


shoulder, engaged in evangelistic work, before 


Every Christian brother has in him qualities fit to 
win the of every other Christian brother, 
if only he sufficiently known ; and I believe 


that every Christian Gor 
lessons which it others, t 


statesmen; but the should first come to 
ears of the Charch of , for it is our 
deal with these masses. We are dealing 


Rat what I think we ought to desiderate, and what 
I think this Alliance should hold out to all the 


that it shoald be done by the Churches in concert, 
with a better understanding of themselves, with 
more consultation between them as to what they 
are to do, and how best it can be done; for, be 
assured of this, that united action is always better 
than disintegrated action. These vast problems 
at home—these masses of heathen Englishmen, 
who are the shame of all our Churches and the de- 
spaiz of all philanthropy—will never be solved 
antil the Churchies shall stand shoulder to shoulder 
in united consultation and concerted action. Let 
us kneel tagethor first, for there we shall learn 
the secret of true unity. Then let us rise to join 


THE INFLUENCE OF MARTIN LUTHER UPON THE PROTESTANT 
REFORMATION, 


ADDRESS BY THE BEV. 


There are two theories respecting the Reforma- 
tion of the sixteenth century. One resolves it 
into the influence of particular persoas ; the other 
resolves it into the progress of society a 


JOMN STOUGHTON, D.D. 
Some to changes in Europe which 
changes in art, changes in litereture, chunges in 


large. | politics, changes in the Church, changes im social 
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must be of the common foe ; when we are consulting bow we 
| as brethren —that is to any, the disenssion may take common measures to obtain common ends, 
which reposes always upon a strong, clear sense of how we may meet common difficulties and dangers 
underlying anity—the clear sense that we have with common operations —that | 
one Father, one living root in Christ oar Lord, most, know each other, and respect and trust 
and one spirit animating us all. If we only re- like gne another. 
member that these things are of enormously 
greater consequence than the points we are 
disputing about, then I think we may be able 
to frankly and manfally, men and 
Englishmen should, without quarrelling. But, 
whet ‘the members of oar different | be y bom | 
outlived « great many of ¢ ings 10 main 
—_as indifference and isolation ; that indifference, 
1 mean, to one another, to one another's work, 
| welfare, and progress; and that isolation which, 
in one’s own beat, results from indifference and 
| from ignorance. We work too much in our sec- 
tarian or denominational grooves, and each of us, 
; upon his own plot, bailds a party-wall which gets 
so high that one cannot easily look over it into 
| 
| 
| 
too strong for the facts. The ery is going *P 
into the ears of ists, politicians, a 
| . them. Many of us, perhaps most of us, are trying, 
| churches, is that the work of grappling with the 
| | terrible state of things which has come to exist in 
| our great masses of population, is the common 
| | business of all who love oar Lord Jesus Christ ; aud 
; tH is dusty and noisy with theological debate, and a 
when religious men and Christian men become 
hand in hand, and to , e 
short,too short for holding back from such 
a work as this. Let us work her, thea ; for 
the work is one, under peal 3: wy and one 
day, perhaps, it may be permitted to us to 
— and praise together in the presence of the 
King. 
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His condact in these respects 
hateful to the Spanish hierarchy ; and according!y, 
Pallavicini, in hie History of the Coancil of Trent, 
remacks, that these in the Peninsala who pro- 
cared such books “must have sprung from 
Moorish blood, for who would suspect the old 
Christians of Spain of such an action?” 

It must here be borne in mind that, amongst 


whole question from a simply itie potnt, 
desired to hex! the breach which i 
Germany. Even Don Joan de Manual, Spanish 


had filled the Pontiff with such disquictude. 
“The monk,” said the Ambassador, “ creates 
embarrasament to the Holy Father;” and in 
another letier, written the 31st of the same month, 
he remarked, “ As to affairs at Liege, the Pope 
appears much more discontented, because it is 
reported that the Bishop favours Friar Martin, 
who in a against pontifical power. 
He is also, for the same reason, indisposed towards 
Erasmus.” Now Charlies V. was at that time in 
Spain, about four years after he had ascended the 
throne, and scurcely a year after he had been 
elected Emperor; he would have about 
him grandees of the Court, and bishops of the 
realm, .to whom the communications from bis 
envoy would be reported. 

The Spaniards first cnarged with Reformed sen- 
timents seem to have becn Franciscans; for, in 
May, 1526, Clement vit. authorized the General 
and incials of the order to summon before 
their tribunal those of the brotherhood who bad 
embraced the new doctrine. A number of articles 
are specified—that it is not necessary to 
confess to a priest; that the true body of 
Christ is net present in the Eucharist; that 

yer should not be offered to saints, nor images 
Ce taneed in the churches ; that there is no purga- 
tory ; and that it is uscless to y for the dead. 
Secerdotalism, indul clerical celibacy, and 
and it is im- 

i i spread amongst the 

ity, for all Catholic Christians were required to 
inform agxinst those whom they knew to have 
defended the doctrines of Luther. Luther is 


sees at once that if 
State ; and if all States, then surely all 
who make up the States. Luther’sclaimis virtually 
that of every man. “J? is neither safe nor right 
to go against conscience.” The axiom uttered at 
Worms contains in it the seed of 
The speaker did not look to 
saying; but, thank God, 
ot the nineteenth centary 


persecution, let us 
for the faith once 

inence to those 
pel truths which Lutber delighted to unfold, 


ng 

whilst sheathing the sword of 
contend lovingly, but earnestly, 
delivered to the saints; giving 
Gos 
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duiying expressly mentioned in Spanish tirades against 
his own spiritual experience, to see as no | Protestantism. 
mere metaphysician or mere scholastic dogmas The story of Reformed Christianity in Spain is 
) could ever do. “If 1 felt,” be said, “ my | « deeply interesting one. She bad martyrs of the 
) salvation depended on my freedom of choice, I should noblest type—at once patient and heroic, gentle as 
be as one that bents the air. But since God has | babes, yet bold as lions; sensitive ss an sepen leaf, 
taken my salvation into His own hands, am cer- I know no 
tain of His faithfulness and His promise Whatan | ante to whom words of the Apocalypse can 
anxious life it would be if we could only comfort | be more fitly ee, 
ourselves with the assurance of peace when we weap first moving causes of that out- 
fulfilled the law; for who docs that?” The | burst of vangelical life in sunny Seville, with 
opinions of the Saxon monk, ip the first instance, 
| without doubt, took their sharpest sting not from | unlike sister city of the South, was the private 
his Augustinian views, but from his defiance of | circulation of Latberan tracts, broaght over the 
| Rome and his opposition to the sale of indulgences. the pediar’s pack, or ingeniously 
| | which passed the Castom- house 
ine. 
| as to the character of Luther's influ- 
have done. He is sometimes repre- 
| father of modern free-thought ; 
| favoured nothing of the kind m the 
of the term. Noone could be 
| dogmatist, more imexurably in 
Roman Catholics in different countries, some | tolerant of Woe ban olasen As he would 
devout souls sympathized in Lather’s Aaygustinian te the would he tolerate 
) sentiments, and that others, who looked at the else. gow we of free-thinking 
| call ves Christians, and deny 
| Woon 
| ' Ambessador at Rome, wrote on May 12, 1520, to | EE] be would launch, against everything of 
his sovereign, Charles V., recommending him to | indignation. Any 
| ; take a journey into Germany, and there manifest | and justification 
some little favoer to the formidable monk who | his eye. Smitten 
TE y to avenge him- 
} id not contend for 
meaning by that what is 
; meant now. Yet the course be pursued prepared 
| for relizious toleration and freedom, rightly and 
| reasonably understood not the toleration of error ; 
| : but the toleration of men having beliefs different 
. | from one’s own ; that really was a germ folded up 
| in what he was doing ; freedom for the expression 
. of all sorts of opirion; freedom in the pulpit, 
| the platform, the press. 
| | In defiance of the Papal Bull, he contended for 
! national Churches. He would make Saxony in- 
| dependent of Rome. Saxony, be held, had a 
| human and divine right to its own opiuion. He 
ourselves we wust concede to others; that so 
every man may sit under his vine, und under bis 
and which the Reformers, in common, held to be 
signs and stages of a standing, even as their denial 
is the propLecy and proof of a falling Church. 
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strong enough to lead many to join 


proud contempt of the 


y- 
I am sure there are none who more need and 
deserve our Christian sympathy than those who, 


scornful indifference of the un- 


crowd, or the 


or Bohemia, in Mexico or 


is ? 


positive principles at all: 


are none such—that 
and has no 


Are there not at least two 


? 


But is it not so 


CONDITION AND NEEDS OF THE REFORMATION CHURCHES. 
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—— cultivated and the worldl 


y 


each other—in 


attempt would be to endeavour to give in any- 
thing like detail an account of their condition or 


Greek Church, 92,000,000 


Jews, 8,000,000; Mohamme- | ex 


Heathen, 841,000,000. The that there 
ve as we enter upon our | 4 negation, 


done for | great principles which are the foundation of all 


? Is their true Protestantism ? One, the 


urches of the Reformation 


ife ? 


l 


vigorous 


Have 


CHRISTENDOM. | 
which these words ise lhe other with such rapidity? I do ) 
hot for an instant formet ‘thet the | 
be speak, not of this or of that Chur. Protestantism is only very im- 
of the Reformation | ted by the statement of the 
f y, many and ite professed adherents. I know 
increased, and proportion who are counted as 
all kindreds olics, are no more actually under the 
atch of Rome than their Protest- 
the words in their ant brethren. But still we are speaking, not of 
comprehend what Protestantism, bat of the Churches of the 
They embrace th Reformation. And the fact remains that with man 
in the cou of these Churches it is still the day of very small 
the Reformation, things ; their progress—though we trast, real— 
nee to a G is so small as to be, to ordinary observers, almost 
where once it seemed to be carrying ormation Charchea in non- Protestant countries 
but in which ite course was arrested, 
the light has more or | 
in me, as Italy, Spain, Be | Churches in Roman Catholic 
but little entranee then or since, once were. influence of the 
truth has still its faithfal wiv has been in nothing more conspi- “> 
they be. Butwe shoald, indeed, t the gradual, though slow. progress 
view of the Reformation Chare of religious liberty. Still, indeed, 
Europe. Europe has pered, vexed, interfered with in some 7 
population to A heir condition is no longer that of 
have sent forth their t ped to meet with closed doors and 
land there also. They lows, or in dens and caves of the 
Europeans bave is, indeed, a cause for thankfulness, | 
Africa, and Ax nip is a great boon, but the posses- 
that even this de not necessarily imply growth and | 
Reformation Churches have bere are obstacles more difficult, 
i ies, and God has give overcome than those caused by 
who have gone forth to p= ews —ovstacles arising from the state 
churches now in India and China, in | of public opinion, from the social customs of those 
Madagascar, in New Zealand and » 
of the South, which claim to be BP mii 
Charches, and ir 
subject is a vast we | under these circumstances, are struggling onward, m hl 
of ground c nd, lights in dark places, and, os 
be bor ow | tion urches—whether it be in Belgium or mm i 
Reformation Churches differ | Spain, or Portugal 
government, in eccle- | Brazil, or even in and Italy— on} 
to the State, in the | testimony to the eternal truth of the Goepat WE 
articles of their faith, in their resources, in their | But if we turn to countries which glory in the ! it 
circumstances. It will be then seen how vain the | name of Protestant, is the condition of the mH 
Churches such as it should be? If we take , i 
needs. comprising all who profess and call themselves n ) 
that the population of the | Chritiann who. can my that “it How 
world may be roughly divided, as to the reli- | widely im the Churches the Reformation have 
gions they as follows: Roman Catholics, | Reformation principles been 
; ; Protest- | lost sight of! + Objection is often to the 
000 ; pression of Reformation princi It is said # 
; 
the Chi i 
they ought? [i 
growth, and | mspired rule of fai 
ony adie sh yoenen ope. | and life; the right of every human being to hear 
and read for himself what God has caused to be 
which must have at first been written for his learning ; and the responsibility 
early Reformation days, in the face | laid on 
obstacles, the glad news of | message thus delivered. man who has 
traversed the Continent from | grasped this principle belongs to the Reformation, 


i 
fi 


Is, then, the condition of the Reformation 
Charches in this what it ought to be? 
Alas! is it not the fact that nowhere has the 
Bible been more wounded than in the house of 
its friends ? Are there not to be found presiding 
over parishes and occupying polpits in Christian 
churches, in Protestant Germany, Switzerland, 
and Holland, those who deny the truth of the very 
leading facts of Christianty, and cast doubt upon 
the birth, resurrection, ascension, nay—we have 
heard lately—on the very existence of the Lord 
Jesus Christ ? The English and Scotch Bible 
Societies find it needful to labour in these Pro- 
testant countries, as well as in those im which the | 
Bible is systematically kept back from the people, 
and buried (os far as the Church is concerned) in 
an unknown tongue, 

The labours of Hible Societies, the interest | 
felt in Biblical questions, the growing increase 
of the great army of Sunday-school teachers 

in teaching Bible trath to the young, | 
the works published by Tract Societies and others | 
to help to the understanding of the Bible, all bear | 
witness that the Reformation principle keeps its | 
nold on the Reformation Churches. This is the | 
bright side of the question ; but we must not for- | 
get the other, vor fail to acknowledge that vast | 
numbers take no interest -in the matter—that, | 
even in quarters where we should not expect it, 
the Bible is virtually « neglected book. How | 
different would the condition of the ae | 
Chuicbes be if there was more generally acting 


: 


It 
the 


Prk 


by the absolution which man 
kes, not 


of their name anless they continue to bear wit- 
ness to this truth. It is well, no deubt, to protest . 
against Papal infallibility and supremacy, and the 
bondage in which the omen system claims to 
hold wen’s judgments and consciences; it is well 
to encourage a spirit of free inquiry and research, 
and to maintain the principles of religious liberty. 
But not for these things only or first did the 
Reformers strive. Not this alone gave to 
the Reformation movement. It would have done 
nothing for man's religious enlightenment and 
revewal unless Christ, as the great Saviour—Christ 


| receiving sinners—Christ granting forgiveness— 


Christ, the great Atonement—Christ, the Way, 
the Truth, ths Life—Christ, the one Mediator— 
had been everywhere proclaimed. Read that 
beautiful little book, “On the Benefits of the 
Death of Christ,” attributed to Aomi Paleario, 
which had such a wide circulation, and such a 
influence at the Reformation period, and 
you will understand how the Reformation not 
only overthrew abuses and | against error, 
but how it led back men to the first principles of 
and built up while 
Is the condition of the Reformation Churches, 
then, in this respect what we desire? Taking the 
words in the widest sense, who can say that it is? 
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| a discover to what to the spirit of the familier which the 
Charch bong pata inthe mowth of al 
| bh iteondemns. It was, God may 
| to group round Lather’s | them to bear, mark, learn, and 
memorial at Worms, God's Holy Scriptures. 
him— Wykliffe, . The other Retermation oy to 
| France; Savonarola, of which I will allude, follows and is 
Some have said. you | really implied in, the other. The great office of 
_ Wrykliffe | Seriptare is to bear witness to Jesus Christ—to 
death Has’s movement was in great. = 
| hee ‘salvation for the sinner only through faith in 
ist, and the right of the sinoer to ge 
ange to Christ. These were 
Charch by Holy Scripture, and _ watchwords of the Reformation. Christ had been 
) make the Bile « book hidden be hind the Pope, behind the altar, behind 
the vulgar tongue, or expoundi 
from the pulpit, they were the ' The work of the Reforme- 
Reformation. And even the great Italian ggg MEE to clear away all these obstacles, and to 
—orthodox Roman Catholic as he | = Christ to the sinser—to direct the sinner 
the teachers of the to Christ. 
the and neglected the | was, then, no mere negation. 
| glad message brought by the « Its 
at Nazareth, and preached fables against the doctrines and practice of 
instead of Gospel truth, spoke the Church of Rome was grounded 
| Protestant. they obscured the of 
| That they have restored the Bible to its true | hindered the free access of the 
place in the palpit, in the service * the Church, Saviour. The scriptural words, * 
} im the homes of the people, in t. .«ducation of live by his faith,” which had brough 
) g the young, this ought to be the chief glory of the comfort to Lather’s troubled soul, 
sf Churches of the Reformation. Their device might | motto, and the great positive 
| 5 well be that of the University of Oxford—the | Reformation was to proclaim, as « om 
ae Bible with the words, “The Lord is my Light,” | this truth, which had been so practically i — 
Ts stamped upon the open page. Of nothing should that not by the penance which man enforecs, not 
i , her to prouder than of the work of the Bible | ee. nor Hi the 
Societies—those pre-eminently Protestant instita- by the works that 
| tions, whic h have been able, by God's he Ip, todo he does, not by the gifts he offers, the prayers he 
| so mach in publishing, translatinz, and circulating repeats, or the services he attends, or the ordinances 
; the Book meant for all the world. of which he partakes, is rest to be found for 
i the sin-stricken conscience, but that, justified by 
) faith—faith in a crucified but living, personal 
| Savioar—he bas peace with God. 
; | And the Reformation Churches are not worthy 
| 


i? 


2 
ithe 


and on the multitades beyond ? . 
Nor is it only the Churches of 
prin Holland, and Scandinavia which have 
generally the Reformation from the 
beginning, which have thus thought of the 
multitudes of the heathen. Bat those which 


Protestants of France—bhave testified for 
Christ faithfully in Africa; and Protestants 
of Italy have entered on the same great 


ia, and the Islands of the Pacific, are them- 
sending forth their missionaries into the 
ons beyond. 
earnest endeavour to carry out the Lord’s 
to carry His Gospel throughout 
world, has resulted in manifold blessings to 
who have pat it forth, and one indi- 
blessing may here be noticed. It bas taught 
ing them their essential unity in the 
of all real and a diversities. The 


pre same great message, they win Eu 
sim victories, they report the same change in in Roman Catholic countries show, 


who, perhaps, look askance at each otber at homme, 
in the presence of the masses of heathens 


and Hinderer, were plainly soldiers in the same 
army. There are, theories to which 
some cling desperately, which separate them 
widely, but 
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the spiritual needs of the few and the scattered and 
remote are found to press on some Christian heart 
who desires to share the burden. And they are 
reached, too. It is not only the Army or Navy, or 
sailors of the merchant service or the inmates of the 
workhouse or the infirmary, to whom 

missions have been instituted, bat the men, 
almost isolated, who live in the light-house 


inhabit our canal boats, the attendants on our 
railway lines, the hop-pickers and fruit-ga 
the loiterers in the public-honuses, the cabmen 
on their ranks, the fallen and the destitute in the 
streets, have the Gospel preachel to them by 
ial missionary effort. It may be that at times 
ho oad aap seem overdone, and agencies to be 
too thickly multiplied. It is needful, no doubt, to 
i vantages of concentration and 


aceord 
i the same activity ; and 

gelical Christians, even when depressed by 

surrounding desert of Rationalism, show that 
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een Williams and Patteson, Doff and Noble, 
diepersed over the world. Yet in what « number 
rd were Reformation Churches must we say 
no euch testimony is delivered! In some 
of Christ. Christ is o 
great teacher, bright example, marvel of as that of the burial in 
sacrificing disinterestedness, but never as the f 
Son of God, who was made sin for as thet men | 
might be made the righteousness of (bod in Him. - i 
Ia others the work which the Reformation 
sinner’s true refuge, is from him, by the 
exaltation of the priest and altar, and ) 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Bi 
| 
have the name of Christians without the power, L the light-ship, the coastguard round our | 
| shores, the police and the firemen who guard fi 
| our homes, the fishermen tossing over the 
banks of the North Sea, the gipsy in his encamp- ' 
\ment on our downs or heaths, the navvy who R 
constrnets our railways, the men and women who 8 
might well plead the urgent pressure of the | i ! 
struggle they have to maintain at home as an | » Hi 
excuse for not looking further—the Evangelical , 
field. The Churches newly in Africa a | pH 
| mutual understanding between those labouring in ag} 
| the same field. But still, after ali this has been pi 
granted, is there not much ground for thank- 
| fulness? The Apostle Paul could rejoice, even | 
'when he felt that some were preaching Christ 
| with very mixed motives, that yet Christ was 
preached; and shall we not, in view of the 
him, “ Herein we rejoice.” 
sent ng to many Chare | Let it be remarked that this activity is not con- 
di in man from each other, but fined to the so-called Protestant countries of 
come 
medans abroad, are drawn closely together, 
and feel that they are brethren. Martyn’ and Jud- | 
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agents, Bible women, tract distri bators, 
are at there, too. In many cases the impulse 
may have been given from without, bet it hes 
been taken end maintained and increased in 
force bythe theme Never, surely, 
since first days of the Reformation has 
meetings aad conferences throughout France, the 
< the M Charch in Beigiom, 

increasing missions of the Waldensian Church 
of Italy. the growth of the Free Italian Charch, and 


brilliant and playful 
‘ pter called “ The Blank Bible,” of 
“The Eclipse of Faith,” of Henry Rogers, is 
one which has to be taught continually ; we cannot 
afford to neglect it. The Bible must be treated 
fairly ; the people must have the whole message 
delivered to them, Let it not be said of the 
Churches of the Reformation, nor of those who 
labour in connection with them, as has been said 
of the Church of Rome, that they are more anxious 
to have the Scripture on their side than to be on 
the side of Scripture. 

I feel that the Church to which I belong sets 

example in this matter, in having so ar- 
ranged the order of its public services that, 
be the peculiar views or sympathies of 
the individual 
far is 
the congregation. I have, too, 
been pained sometimes, when on the Continent of 
Europe; to see the reading of God’s Word 
a thing of comparatively little import- 
while the congregation are assembling, 
and few attending to it, and while the pastor is 
away ; as though merely to give opportunity for late 
comers to be there before the actual service and 
the sermon, its event, begins. 

(2.) They ever to bear in mind the import- 
ance of giving a clear and full testimony to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the great doctrine of 
salvation through faith in Him. The Gospel has 
to be preached, not as if it is all contained in one 
or two phrases, which may be easily mir. 


(Sevember 
apprehended, bet in all the proportion of the 

and again; for even of sincere 
are still in knowledge bat babes’ 
ss as that of faith in our Lord 
| Christ. The Holy Ghost must be honoured 
asthe Lord and Giver of life—ss the One who 
ganctifies all the elect people of God. Christ is 
to be preached, first of all, as the sacrifice for sin. 
* He must be preached no les diligently as the 
example of godly life. The love of God the 
Father, who sent His Son to be the Saviour of the 
world, is to be the never-failing subject of the 
_Charches’ message. No les pleinly mast His 
holiness and justice, and His abhorrence of sin, be 
proclaimed, and Jesas Christ pointed out as the 
One throagh whom alone we can find our Father. 
|“ He that believeth on the Soa hath everlasting 
life,” is a message of glad tidings which all delight 
to deliver; bat the solemn warning which accom- 
panies it must be with equal faithfulness pro- 
claimed —*“ He that belli not the Son shai! not 
see life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.” 


especially 
infirmities of the weak. We, in England, need to 
think more than we do of the difficulties 


forgetting the humble station and small 
resources of the great majority of their members, 
and the little sympathy they can look for from 
their countrymen. Surely it is a good and 
Christian work to sympathize with them, and that 
such societies as the Foreign Aid 

lieal Continental Society, of the Waldensian 
Wissions, the French Pastorate Relief Fund, and 
others, ought to be more widely known, aud to be 
better supported than are. 

The variations and divisions of Protestants 
have been a fertile source of invective against the 
Churches of the Reformation from the beginning. 
We are not careful to answer our opponents in 
this matter. We prefer freedom with its diver- 
sities to bondage with its external uniformity. 
Yet, at the same time, let us not heritate sorrow- 
fully to acknowledge that too often in our 
churches effort is weakened by sub-division, 
hindered by jealousies, that too little regard is 
paid to the labours of others, when some new pet 
scheifé of our own has to be started. 


biessed. They 
Christ, and for His trath; blessed, too, in the 
testimony they bear to the fact that Christian 
men can be faithful to their own 


other missions, the among 
Italian army, the laboars of evangelists, under great 
difficulties, in Spain and Portagal, the progress of 
the native churches in S.uth-east Europe, which 
owe their rise to the labours of the American 
missionaries,—these are all evidences of the same 
truth, thet the condition of the Churches of the . 
Reformation at the present day is one of 
missionary activity. True, it is in most cases the 
again I say, “ Herein we 
re jot ea — and rejoice.” 
iTV. The needs of the Reformation Charches I 
can only touch upon in a word or two; they are, 
: in fact. implied in what has been already said. (1.) 
They need more than ever to keep hold of Reforma-| (3) They OY 
| tion principles, to uphold in all sincerity and | each other's 
heartiness the y of God's Word, 
f is laid the great reaponsi- 
bility of giving due honour to the whole Bible, 
> and of enforcing the teaching of the whole. | conflicts of Protestant Evangelical Christians 
| They have to honour it in the public services of the | abroad. We are too apt to be impatient at their 
S| Church, and in the testimony which they bear. Is | slow progress, at their oft-repeated reqaests for 
there not a danger, not the less real because it is | help; f ting against what odds strive. 
often insidious and unperceived, of allowing our 
peculiar and favourite views to affect our treatinent 
of the Bible. We give all prominence to what 
helps us—ignore perhaps, or put strained interpre- 
tations on, what is opposed to us. The lesson 
| 
| 
| The Alliance, in connection with which we are 
| assembled, has done good service in calling 
| attention to the substantial unity of all who 
| love the Lord Jesus Christ, in spite of all that 
| outwardly divides them; and the work of sach 
| — societies as the Bible Society, the Religious Tract 
Society, the City Mission, the Christian Evidence 
Society, the Young Men's Christian Associativn, 
| and others formed on a similar basis, is twice 
Charch, by its distinctive tenets, and 
| yet work y for the common Master with 
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RELIGIOUS INDIFFERENCE AMONG VARIOUS CLASSES, 


| 
bh 
| 
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as the value of our protest against the surrender or 
——— of those truths under any pretence 

. We believe that neglect of public 
worvhip is the surest sign of indifference to religion, 
and that the chief cause of this neglect has been the 


spread of which weaken the motives to 
public ip, and make it no longer a reasonable 
service. The most important part of public worship 
is . Bat prayer sapposes that God has not 
made, but that He continues to govern the 
world; that He is omnipresent, so as to hear 
yer; that through prayer men obtain 
end aad thet there le 
opposition between God's government of the world 
His answering the prayers of 
is children on earth. On these several points 
there is no difference between us. “He that cometh 
to God must believe that He is, and that He is the 
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” But 
these go far beyond the creed of philosophical 
Theism. Very many no doubt, who would 
not go beyond the article of the Creed, “J 
believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
against public worship, or to di 
discredit public and private . The instinct 
ef prayer too strong and too universal to be 
stifled, and the happiness and strength which flow 
from prayer too great to be denied. But they tell 
us that we are to look for no other, no higher re- 
salt than this—that the effect of prayer is con- 
fined to the mind and heart and character of 
those who pray. This result they would be the 
first to acknowledge, and the last to weaken. Their 
ave See they cannot expect for them- 
selves the same advantages which others say that 
sisters while pray, and respect the sen- 
timent which they are no longer.able to share. 
Suppose, then, that these opinions were true, and 
were universally —as, of course, their 


advocates firmly believe and confidently hope. If 
your appreciation of the value of prayer be 
able, and your correct, those who i 
i in the act of prayer. i 


the indifference to Christianity in our day, as indi- 
cated by scanty and irregular attendance at public 
worship, is the frequent disparagement of the 
authority of Scripture as a revelation from God, 
either directly, by denying that holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghest, or 

such a sense as to include the writings of other 


aathority as binding the conscience, informing the 
miud, and conveying the assured promise of super- 
nataral help, the forgiveness of sius and an_in- 
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found in the difficulty of paying sufficient atten- 
tion to the religious training of our young people. 
The pressure of examinations and inspections in 


“ The world is too much with us, early and late; 
Getting and spending, we waste our powers.” 


As are the dangers, so are the remedies. The 
prevailing scepticism is to be met by showing the 
reasons why we believe in the efficacy of prayer, 
and that no discovery of science is irreconcilable 


with any part of the Christian faith, We must 
show the authority of Scriptare, by the proper 


| | 352 (Sovemoer i, 1am. 
| heritance them that are sanctified, we need 
| not be corprieel if they aleo become indifferent to 
the outward profession of religion and a 
worship, both in its devotional and in its 
aspects. We have discarded the authority of the 
" Charch, of general councils, of the fathers, and of 
tradition as « rule of faith. > 
on us to maintain the ae of 
Scripture as the wark against the 
. rising tide of as the highest rule 
Inseparably connected with depreciation of 
directly, the 
" talents which God has given to His Charch. Our 
| Divine Master, having compassion on the malti- 
| tade who were scattered abroad, as sheep on 
, | no shepherd, began to teach them many thi 
> As He had done himself, s» He commanded His 
4 ministers to teach all nations whatsoever He had 
; commanded. This is not an age in which the 
| Charch of Christ can afford to set little value on 
the office of teacher and witacss for Christ. 
Perhaps, of all the causes leading to indifference 
in religion there is nove so disastrous in itself 
and leading to consequences so fatal as the ten- 
dency to allow other things, very innocent it may 
| be, and praiseworthy in themselves, to thrust 
| aside, or to compress within too narrow limits, the 
great office of preaching. Never had the pulpit 
| | so many rivals. Every one can read, and books 
| are provided for the taste of every reader. News- 
| | papers, magazines, reviews, are preaching the 
80 ar from it. Lou have cut it up by the roota, | gospel of Secularism to thousands. This is no 
| and then planted it in the ground to see if it will | time for the ministers of the Gospel of salvation 
+E grow. The change may be gradual, but, sooner | to permit any attraction whatsoever, or any popu- 
| or later, the result will follow. Faith in a personal | lar ,cravings, however importanate, to diminish 
| God, hearing and answering those who call on aught of the priceless opportunity of proclaiming 
| Him, is essential to the act of prayer. It is im- | God’s message, whether the people will hear or 
| possible that any one should pray to Gud with a | forbear. The neglect has led to the decay of 
| view to produce certain indirect results on himself. | preaching, Men have not been taught to comply 
i Faith is the expression of belief in God, who has | with the apostolic precept, to give a reason for 
| revealed Himself to us as the hearer and answerer the hope thatis in them. A fourth reason will be 
of prayer. To deny the providence of God 1s to 
now i 80 intense and so incessant, 
and the inducements to excel in some department 
of knowledge connected with the actual business 
of lite are so urgent, that religious teaching has 
| suffered, and is in danger of suffering stil] more :— 
| 
men, some Of whom were not Christians, special] 
| some of the philosophers and poets of denies 
ture as the Word of ( - ; 
| 


| 
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ATTA 


| 
Fovem her |, 1883 
not 
by aiming at « higber the gainsayers that 
testimony. We must 
tendency of education by a +. 
It | 
of believers, and higher | 
made Gospel the rule 
and H 
and Thiriwall 
in science, in | 
shrink fre | 
ume has 
bat prayer 
is the W i 
to prove them in ordinance 
are intained, 
we i if others wherever 
our be proved, and that, therefore, vo\s, colleges, and churches. 
| 


= 


bas 
tions ; 
the 
Then he 
is well-nigh equivalent 


nder some circumstances 
his earth 


at 
his house 
that 
in 
years seemed 


criminal indifference and rebed rebellion against 


Hamble and earnest, rediantly 


they. Onc was, on 


~ 


CH 


23: 


merciful to my country! 


yas 
t was 
aculation, 
O Lord. be 


in the ej 


The world 
than it 
ble, 
ug in en 
well be 
ery night” system | country 


of 


members 
respecta 
very 
retu 
of 
weak 
the ch 
do not 
off. 
to frown 
sain 
to 
among 
they 
meeti 


a compact with 
like these terms: “ I 


quick 

n all 

my 


to confound the one 
je, advertisements ~ 
eauwhile, we, in our 
ion for the labouring 
pressure them, 
ich, though “ heavy 
he boils itself round them 
ones and give po pein.” 
nation is bound up 
= fare be as near to our 
of the grandest of . 
who, as our historian 
> death for the liberties 
bis noble and fearless 
Pa “O Lord, save my 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


Rev. W. Douglas MacKenzio, Montrose. 
Count F. Van Bylandt, Holland. 

Baron Van Doorn, Holland. 

Jonkeer de Weede de Dykveld, Holland. 


Ellis, who, eo many years, had been an 
active member of this Council, and a warm 
and attached friend of the Alliance. 

The Secretaries were instructed to convey 


to Mrs. Ellis the expression of the sympathy 
of this Council in her bereavement. 
SECRETARIAL VISIT TO HOLLAND. 
General Field having given a report of his 


recent visit to Holland, the following minute 
was unanimously adopted :— 


the mission. They express their gratitude 
to friends in Holland for the kind, brotherly 
way in which they received the deputa- 
tion, and for their warm response to the 


desire of this Council to extend the practical | 


influence of the Evangelical Alliance in 
Holland. The Council are much gratified 
by the formation of a branch of the Evan- 


gelical Alliance for the kingdom of Holland, 


and they offer to their Dutch brethren their 
cordial brotherly recognition of membership 
into the Alliance family.” 
ANNUAL REPORT. 
Mr. Arnold read draft of the annual 
report, which was approved and adopted, 


“ Sir,—I am directed by Earl Granville to 


Letter was read from Colonel Von Biiren, 
President of the ‘Swiss Branch, stating that 
their Committee had again bad the matter 
to petition the Federal Council on the sub- 
ject, and also to issue an address to the Swiss 
people. 

After much consideration, the following 
minute was unanimously adopted :-— 

“The Council take this the first 


modes of procedure adopted by the ‘ Salvation 


| Army,’ the Council cannot but view the acts 


-7- 


| 
| The usnal monthly meeting of Council RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN SWITZERLAND. 
Gabe & Reported, that the question of religious 
Treasurer presiding. The Scriptures were | liberty in Switzerland had been prominently 
. read by the Chairman, and prayer was offered | brought forward by the recent arrest and 
| by Mr. R. Johnston. | imprisonment of Miss Booth, of the ‘‘ Salva- 
tion Army.” The Secretary stated that he 
had written to the Committee of the Swiss 
' The following persons were unanimously Branch, asking what course they proposed to 
admitted to membership :— take in the new aspect of the question. 
ev. Kensingwen. Communications had been received Mr. 
Robert Denny and Mr. Booth, on behalf the 
Greig, Salvation Army”; and immediately on the 
) Rev. T. 8. Connolly, Montrose. imprisonment of Miss Booth, the Secretary 
: had written to Lord Granville, inquiring 
i _ taking with reference to the matter. 
OBITUARY. cae was read from his lordship ss 
the death, since last meeting of | 
Rev. Battersby ; and | _. “ Foreign Office, Sept. 24, 1883. 
, that a minute had been ado by the | ee 
* Sub-Committee, and a copy of = pool to Mra, | acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
' 19th inst., inquiring whether any steps are 
Battersby, on behalf of this Council. Mer Mel Gov 
‘: Also reported, the death of Mr. W. R | being taken by Her Majesty's Governmen 
with reference to the treatment of Miss Booth 
(] ‘and other members of the Salvation Army 
in Switzerland, and I am, in reply, to state to 
| you, for the information of the Council of 
| the Evangelical Alliance, that the judgment 
of the Federal Council in this case is under 
the consideration of Lord Granville, who is 
| in consultation with the Law Officers of the 
_ Crown, as to whether it calls for any action 
, on the part of Her Majesty’s Government. 
“ The Council, having received from Lieut. - | Majesty's Minister at Berne has been 
General Field, o.n., a report of his late | instructed to do what he properly can on 
| deputation visit to Holland, desire in the | behalf of Miss Booth.—l am, Sir, your 
first place to give thanks to God, who so | most obedient, humble servant, 
graciously prospered the same, and also to | , “T. V. Listen.” 
record their appreciation of the manner in | 
which their Secretary was engbled to fulfil | 
| en of expressing their profound regret at the 
| |_Teceut violation of religious liberty, which 
has been sanctioned by the authorities in 
Switzerland, in connection with the meetings 
| of the ‘Salvation Army.’ 
“ Without as to the 


Bovem ber |, 1888) 


of the cantonal and other authorities in 
Switzerland, in prohibiting ‘meetings of « 


become 
been expelled from various countries, 
cannot be a matter of indifference 


well-being of the people. 
“The Coancil are glad to know that a large 
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Federal Government on the sabject. This 
Ovuncil would assure their Swiss brethren of 
their earnest desire to co-operate with them 
in seeking to maintain the rights of conscience 
and fall religious liberty. — 

** While rejoicing in the recent decision of 


President and Government of the Swiss 
Republic, expressing deep regret at the receat 
violation of religious liberty, and urging that, 
in view of the pending revision of the penal 
codes of some of the cantons, the laws may 
be so altered that in futare there be no 
possibility of the punishment of persons for 
conducting religious meetings,while political 
‘and other agitators enjoy perfect freedom.” 


The opening of the Exhibition at Amster- 
dam, in the spring of the year, suggeste! to 
the London te an opportunity 
might be found for the Evangelical Alliance 
to put forth fiers foe the dissemination 
brotherly love among brethren of the different 
Churches in Holland. A correspondence was 
entered into with leading Christian men at 
the Hague, and at other places ; and although 
no opportunity for special work could be 
found for the Alliance in connection with the 
Exhibition, yet, at the invitation of brethren 
who felt that there was a needs-be for 
Alliance principles to be emphasized among 
the true followers of Christ in their 
country, Lieut.-General Field, c.B., one of 
the Secretaries, was deputed by the Council 
to visit Holland for the purpose of giving 
information, and, with God’s blessing, seek- 
ing to extend the practical influence of the 
Alliance. On September 17, he arrived 
at the Hague, and afterwards visited Amster- 
dam and Utrecht, holding drawing-room and 
public meetings at each place. Jonkheer 
Elout van Soeterwoude and Baron van 
Wassanaer van Catwyck, old members of 
the British Branch of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance, aud many other influential Christian 
friends, showed the greatest kindness and 
hospitality towards the deputation ; every- 
thing was done to make the mission a suc- 
cess; and so great was the interest excited 
by the addresses, that, at a meeting held at the 


Alliance for Bead, on the basis laid down 


Ironside, Rev. Professor Dr. Kayper, and 


Mr. W. Hovy, drawing-room and public: 


Hague in the proposal adopted for the form- 


ation of a Branch of the Alliance for ~ 


Holland. At Utrecht, Jonkheer de Weele 
de Dykveld gladly received the deputation, 
and earnestly promoted the object in view. 
A public meeting, which was well attended, 
most kindly 


& 


heavy rain. The address, interpreted by Baron 
van Doorn, was listened to with deep interest ; 
and, at its conclusion, Baron van Waseanaer 
and the Rev. van Hoogstraten also addressed 
the meeting. All then united in prayer, and 
and giving thanks to God for the visit of the 
deputation, and the good results that had 
followed. 


= 


in private houses, es distinct infringements of ‘ 
that full religious freedom which has hitherto | 
been enjoyed in the Helvetian Republic. | | 
“When it is remembered that political | the Uvu -weucnalel, DY which Miss Li 
liberty is accorded to men of all nations and | Booth and her friends have been acquitted of 
creeds, to the extent that Switzerland has | the charge brought agsinst them, it would ; 
ve | appear that they are still liable to expulsion t 
it | if they resume the work of the ‘ Salvation 4 
to | Army.’ 
Christians generally that there appears to be “The Council, therefore, resolve that a 1 
in some of the cantons a determined spirit of | respectfal memorial be addressed to the 
antagonism to a movement which, whatever te 
fault may be found with some of its modes of | 
action, claims to seek the spiritual and moral 
} 
deeply deplore the course taken by the i 
authorities, and that the Swiss Branch of the } 
Evangelical Alliance is about to petition the ff 
SECRETARIAL VISIT TO HOLLAND. | 
residence of Uount de Bylandt, resolutions if 
| were proposed and carried unanimously for 
I the year 1846. At Amsterdam, by the i \ 
| 
tion regarding the principles and operations | 
of the Evangelical Alliance given. At the ; 
last meeting, resolutions were unanimously 
passei sympathizing with brethren at the 
| 
utation visit was brought 
e Hague, by a public a 
meeting held in the German Church, and 
presided over by Baron van Wassanaer; 300 
people were present, notwithstanding the | 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN SWITZERLAND. 


citizens, and that we say to them, bold 


firm to this religious liberty which the |i 


Federal Constitution guarantees so categori- 
cally. Claim it for yourselves; claim it for 
the stranger; claim it forall! It ought not 
to be inscribed im the text of our Constitu- 
tion only ; it ought to enshrined in our cus- 
tome, and in them become a reality, — 

“ Would Switzerland wish in the matter of 
léberty to place herself in the lowest rank of 
Christian mations? Would she willingly 
renounce all her title to the nobility— liberty 
and equality for all, and even for the weak 
and the minority? Shall we go back again 
to the violent domination of religious parties, 
and of the crushing of the weak? Has not 
our country been the refuge of those who 
were persecuted for their religion or their 
politics? Let us remember our history. It 
was for having opened its doors to millions 
of fugitives, the ancestors of a great many 
amongst us, that Switzerland gained, under 
the blessing of God, the esteem and gratitude 
of nations. Can we see with indifference 
that in several cantons of Switzerland reli- 
gious meetings are forbidden, because they 
happen to displease intolerant and passionate 
men, while our Constitution assures to every 
citizen the right to believe as he likes, and to 
serve God as he believes right ? . 

* Lately, at Lugano, the President of 
Confederation spoke of our country as being 


beautiful words : ‘ To show ourselves worthy 
of thie honour, we should always march 


towards progress by justice, by peace, by - 
benevolence.” Well, are these 


they offend neither law nor morality. And 
let us mot consider as an actof no conse- 
quence the violence exercised towards people 
treated as excited or fanatics. Liberty of 
conscience is one of the most noble con- 
quests of civilization, and those who allow it 
to be violated seem to throw doubt upon 
the power of truth. | 
“ To work, therefore, dear citizens |! Let us 
unite our efforts, so that in all partsof Switzer- 
land religious liberty shall be respected and 
put into practice by all, and for all without 
distinction, And may God continue to protect 
our beloved country! may He preserve its 
most precious treasures—justice and liberty ! 
* “For the Swiss Branch of the Evangelical 
Alliance: Signed by the Presidents of 
the several Sections. 


The following is translation of the ad-| small in ite territory, but great in its in- 
: dress of the Swiss Branch of the Evangelical | stitutions, which contain the germ of the 
| Alliance to the people of Switzerland :— federation of peoples. Then he added these 
| . have been committed, in various parts of 
not been witnessed fora longtime. Religious 
is meetings are brutally disturbed, and those | noble words to be but an empty sound! 
F who attend them, often defenceless women, | and are they to have no other echo but 
: are the objects of insult or even bodily in=| intolerance and violence ? 
jury. The private dwelling—this sacred ‘* Several times already the Evangelical 
; petreat of the free citizen—is not always | Alliance, which we /.ve the honour to re- 
| respected. These facts are sufficiently well | present, has raised its vvice in favour of 
) known to render it unnecessary for us to | religious liberty. In Spain, it has brought 
| prove them. We do not wish here to| out of prison Matamoros and his friends. ‘ 
. pronounce an opinion upon that body | In Italy, in Sweden, in Russia, and lately in 
: called the Salvation Army, and which has | Bohemia, it stepped in on behalf of Chris- 
i become the object of attack during these | tians who had none to help, and who were 
iF disturbances. We understand that its | suffering persecution for religious convictions, 
ft mode of acting may displease some, but “ Can it be silent when even.in Switzer- 
* that can in no wise justify persecution in a| land the principle of religious liberty is 
. i free country which glories in its liberty. We | menaced? Certainly it is not our desire to 
. are convinced that the great majority of the | call into action a general intervention on 
jf . Swiss people do not desire this persecution, | the part of this vast association, but we con- 
' which is worthy of the age of ignorance and | sider it is the bounden daty of the Swiss 
. | brutality. It is, therefore, with confidence | Branch of the Alliance solemnly to protest 
| that we address ourselves to our fellow- | against all violation of these most sacred : 
Pes | rights. That which impels us to this action , 
s not only the obligation which reste upon 
every free citizen to watch with jealous care 
that no one tampers with his liberties ; it is, 
. above all, that higher law, appealing to every 
: Christian heart—the law of grace and love 
} | which Jesus Christ came to bring into the 
| world, and for which He shed His blood upon 
the cross. Let there be put far from us, there- 
| fore, every violence and every attempt to stifle 
by brate force the liberty of him who may 
think differently from us. Let us fight error, 
but only with spiritual weapons. Let us 
respect all religious convictions so long as 


